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Introduction
Purpose of Plan
The Town of Greenfield Recreation Commission has requested that this inventory
document the necessary information that will help the Greenfield Recreation
Commission and the Recreation Department plan for future investment in
Greenfield’s park system. This inventory provides a definitive list of municipal
park and recreation properties including title information, a history of each park,
a complete inventory of current facilities, and provides a foundation for future
investments that will be consistent with demographic demands and population
projections for the Town of Greenfield. The Recreation Commission seeks to
quantify the number and condition of park amenities and relate those amenities
to the demands posed by recreational use, including organized leagues and/ or
non organized public use. The fourteen properties identified by the Recreation
Commission to be included in this inventory are listed below.
1. Abercrombie Field
2. Beacon Field
3. Davis Street Tennis Park
4. Energy Park
5. Green River Park
6. Green River Swimming Area
7. Highland Park
8. Hillside Park
9. Murphy Park
10. North Greenfield Park
11. Rocky Mountain Park
12. Shattuck Park
13. Temple Woods
14. Veterans Field

(note: The numbers associated with these parks are merely for organizational purposes and are consistent on Map 6 and
throughout the Park Development Standards section on pages 18-20.

The Greenfield Recreation Commission contracted with the University of
Massachusetts Amherst, Center for Rural Massachusetts to inventory and assess
the park and recreation properties in Greenfield. This inventory will:
•

Provide an inventory and assessment of the following categories of
properties:
o Municipally owned and operated park and recreation properties
o Municipally owned conservation properties
o Greenfield Public School Facilities used by the Greenfield
Recreation Department
o Privately owned and non-municipally owned recreation facilities in


•
•
•
•

Greenfield
Provide a deed report and restriction assessment for all municipally owned
parks.
Analyze present and future demographic data relevant to recreation
needs.
Assess the capacity of current parks and recreation facilities and make
recommendations for future investments based on demographic data.
Provide a map of all park properties that lists each park’s amenities.

Method of Plan
In November, 2006 the Recreation Commission developed a list of town owned
parcels to be analyzed by this plan. The properties proposed for inventory were
selected by the Recreation Commission based on their description as park
property by deed or other documentation, the existing amenities of each park,
and the current usage of the property. The town engineer and the Department of
Public Works assisted in this process. A definitive list of fourteen properties was
approved by the Recreation Commission for project research.
The research phase of this plan included a title search, an inventory and analysis
of existing park facility conditions and amenities, and analysis of relevant
demographic data. Archived town meeting notes, recreation commission meeting
notes, and the year 2000 and 2006 (draft) Open Space Plans were also used to
provide information about the Town of Greenfield’s park system.
Once the research phase was complete, Greenfield’s park properties were
analyzed according to guidelines from the National Parks and Recreation
Association. Park development standards from the National Park and Recreation
Association (NRPA) were used as a benchmark for analyzing the park
acreage, type of park facilities, and total number of recreation opportunities
for the population of Greenfield. The use of park development standards are
to be used as a tool intended to respond to the decision making process for
park development. They are intended to be flexible to allow for consideration
of municipal goals, budget constraints, and local demand for activities. The
development standards and research phases provided the foundation for the
park proposal section of this plan.
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) was used to provide analysis of the park
properties and direct proposals for future park development and investment.



Community Description
Introduction
Greenfield is located in the physical center of Franklin County at the crossroads
of State Route 2 and Interstate 91. The Town of Greenfield is the most populous
of the 26 towns in Franklin County with a population of 18,168 residents. This
is 25% of the county population (U.S. Census 2000). Greenfield’s population
is spread across 14,037 acres (21.73 sq mi.) giving it a density of 836 people per
square mile. (MacConnell Land Use Data, Open Space Plan 2006). Its total
land area of 21.73 square
miles is 47% forested and
20% residential land use
type which are the most
prominent land uses in
Greenfield. Of the 14,037
acres of land in Greenfield,
313 acres are preserved by
the fourteen park properties
that were inventoried and
assessed for this report.
Topography and Geology
Greenfield is nestled in
a valley bordered by the
Connecticut River and Rocky
Mountain to the east, and
the Berkshire Mountain
Range to the west. The
highest elevation in the
Town of Greenfield lies on
the western border at 875
feet above sea level with the
lowest being 118 feet above
sea level along Deerfield
Street. The Greenfield Valley is approximately 3 miles across east to west and 7
miles north to south. This flat valley is the result of the last glaciation period that
deposited some of the richest, and most unique soils in New England. The basalt
ridges to the east and west were formed by lava flows nearly two hundred million
years ago are home to some of the best panorama views of Greenfield.



Town History
The Town of Greenfield’s geological composition played a major role in how
and why the town was settled. Initially, Greenfield was an extension of Deerfield
called the “Green River District,” settled by Deerfield farmers looking for more
land to farm. In 1680, farmers moved to the “Green River District” via 20 acre
land grants with the intention of creating an agricultural community. However,
its location at the confluence of the Green, Connecticut, and Deerfield Rivers,
made it a prime location for trade. In 1753, the Town of Greenfield was officially
incorporated, and became the county seat in 1811. The expansion of Greenfield
continued with the industrial revolution and the abundance of Greenfield’s water
resources to feed the manufacturing boom.
Population
Greenfield experienced major population growth between 1900 and 1920
with a 95% population increase (appendix B1). In the subsequent 80 years,
Greenfield’s population only expanded by 14.7%. In comparison, Franklin
County and the State of Massachusetts both experienced a growth rate of
30%, which was twice the growth rate of Greenfield. Greenfield’s population
grew steadily until 1990 when population decreased by 498 people between
1990 and 2000. This was a 2.7% decrease in population while Franklin County
and the State of Massachusetts were still experiencing population growth. The
State of Massachusetts grew by approximately 5% while Franklin County only
experienced approximately 1.5% population growth.
Recent population data
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19 years of age. These
age groups represent young and middle age families that reside in Greenfield.
Based on the percentage of Greenfield’s population in these age cohorts, it is


likely that much of the park patronage will be had by Greenfield residents of
these age cohorts.
Population Projection
In September 2003 the Franklin Regional Council of Governments developed
population projections for each Franklin County town. The projections are broken
into age cohorts for the range of years from 2000 to 2025 at five year intervals.
According to these projections, Greenfield will experience a net increase of only
462 residents over the course of 25 years for a total population of 18,630 people
by 2025.
Population Projection By Age Cohort
Age under 5

895
931
889
912
934
949
964

2000 Population
2003 Population Estimate
2005 Population Projection
2010 Population Projection
2015 Population Projection
2020 Population Projection
2025 Population Projection

Age 5 to
19

3,489
3,511
3,539
3,424
3,313
3,334
3,357

Age 20
to 24

1,104
1,123
1,218
1,246
1,273
1,217
1,161

Age 25
to 64

9,493
9,504
9,510
9,502
9,495
9,268
9,043

Age over
65

3187
3,151
3,104
3,267
3,425
3,762
4,105

Total

18,168
18,220
18,260
18,350
18,440
18,530
18,630

source: Franklin Regional Council of Governments; U.S. Census Bureau
Table 1

2025
Population
Projection

2015
Population
Projection

2005
Population
Projection

2000
Population

Population in Thousands

Using these projected figures compared to the current population age cohorts,
it can be inferred that some of Greenfield’s population will age in Greenfield.
This inference
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population for that
age range as it ages over the course of the 25 (Age Over 65) years is the most
significant increase in population. This age cohort will increase by over 1000
people and has the most significant increase across all cohorts. The other two
cohorts that will increase over the projected 25 years are the Age Under 5 and
Age 20 to 24 ages. The Age Under 5 will increase a totoal of 69 people while the
Age 20 to 24 will increase by 57 people over 25 years.


The figures in table 1 and graph 2 project two of the age cohorts to decrease
over the 25 year period. The Age 5 to 19 are projected to decrease by 132
people and the Age 25 to 64 can expect a decrease of over 400 people.
Socio-economic Status
Similar to population statistics, the socioeconomic status of Greenfield plays an
important role in future park development. Educational attainment, income levels,
and housing characteristics are all factors that affect the programming and types
of recreation needed and desired by Greenfield’s residents.
According to the 2000 U.S. Census, 30% of Greenfield residents age 25 or
over have obtained a high school diploma while 14% have at least a bachelor’s
degree (Appendix B Table B-2). These percentages are similar to the education
attainment levels for all of Franklin County with 31% and 16% with a high school
diploma or bachelors degree respectively. At the statewide level, Massachusetts
experienced 27% of the population with a high school diploma and 19% with
a bachelor’s degree. This comparison illustrates that Greenfield has a higher
percentage of residents with a lower level of education than the State of
Massachusetts.
Greenfield’s median household income in 2000 was $33,110, with the majority of
Greenfield’s households comprised of 1 person. Greenfield’s median household
income is approximately $7,000 below the Franklin County median of $40,768
and $17,000 below the statewide median household income of $50,502
(Appendix B Table B-3).
The percentage of occupied housing in Greenfield is another factor to consider in
future planning for park use. According to year 2000 U.S. census data, Greenfield
had 46% of its housing stock occupied by renters. This number is higher than
the Franklin County average which has 33% Renter and 67% Owner Occupied
Housing. The State of Massachusetts has 38% Renter and 61% Owner Occupied
Housing which is more closely related to Greenfield’s housing occupancy
(Appendix B Table B-4). It is reasonable to assume that residents living in
apartment style housing may benefit from public recreation space. .

Physical Characteristics
Land Use/ Zoning
The current land use patterns and zoning can greatly influence the location
and need for future parks and open space. Greenfield currently has 11 zoning
districts within the town boundary. The current zoning map on page 7 shows that
13 of Greenfield’s 14 parks are located in residential zoned districts of town. The


Greenfield Energy Park is the only park to be located in the Central Commercial
district of the Town of Greenfield and the only park located within an ideal walking
distance of the town center.
The Urban Residential zones of Greenfield are the more dense areas of
residential development relative to the suburban, rural, and semi- residential
areas. It can be inferred that these Urban Residential zones provide the majority
of the renter occupied housing described above and therefore may be more
dependent on public open space and parks. The Urban Residential zone
contains 138 acres of Greenfield’s 309 acres of park land. These parks and
their relationship to the surrounding Urban Residential neighborhoods may be
a subject for closer examination of the usage and type of recreation suitable for
these areas.


Map 1

map 2
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The major land use of undeveloped land shown in graph 3 below is categorized
as forested and is mostly located in rural residential zoning. The forested land
accounts for 47% of Greenfield, followed by cropland that occupies 11% of
the total land (Appendix B Table B-5). Residential development accounts for
approximately 20% of the total land in Greenfield, with ¼ acre to ½ acre housing
lots as the prominent residential lot size. With current zoning and the abundance
of developable land, less dense residential development may not create the
demand for parks and open space.
Land Use/ Developed Land
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In 2000, Land Use Inc. partnered with Coler and Calantonio to conduct a buildout analysis of Greenfield. The analysis revealed the potential for 4,845 acres
of new residential development that could yield 3,697 new housing units with
the current zoning. Greenfield’s current zoning and abundant developable land
would direct much of this residential development to the Northern and South/
Southwestern areas of the town.
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Summary
•

Greenfield’s projected population growth is minimal over the next 25
years. The Recreation Department should consider Greenfield’s growth
rate when addressing action plans.

•

The age cohort analysis of Greenfield shows the highest population in the
middle age range. The Recreation Department could focus on providing
recreation programs for those age groups.

•

The build-out analysis coupled with current zoning provides insight for
the type of development Greenfield could experience. The Recreation
Department could play a role in providing recreation opportunities at the
neighborhood and regional scale by adding to its community path system
and encouraging land conservation.

•      The analysis of renter occupied housing and median household income
may suggest that Greenfield residents may benefit from public recreation
opportunites and greater access to parks.
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Environmental Justice
The Town of Greenfield has been identified by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) as having an
Environmental Justice District. Environmental Justice states that, “all people
have a right to be protected from environmental pollution and to live and enjoy a
clean and healthful environment. Environmental Justice is the equal protection
and meaningful involvement of all people with respect to the development,
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and
policies and the equitable distribution of environmental benefits.”
The purpose of the EOEA environmental justice designation is to increase
consideration for financial support through grants and loans, enforcement of
laws, regulations,
and policies, and
provide access to
active and passive
open space. The
environmental
justice district in
Greenfield includes
the area around
and including
Hillside Park and
The Greenfield
Energy Park. This
designation offers
an opportunity for
Greenfield to explore
state grants and
loans to supplement
financial support for
park development.

Map 3
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Natural and Cultural Resources
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program
The Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts provide information on rare species and
ecologically significant natural communities for the 351 towns of Massachusetts.
In July of 2006 the NHESP provided a list from their database that documented
such species and natural communities in the Town of Greenfield. A complete
inventory can be found in the 2006 Draft Open Space Plan. The NHESP is
important information for park and recreation development in Greenfield because
of the amount of parkland that provides habitat for endangered and ecologically
significant species.
Map 4 on page 13 was generated from the NHESP data available through
MASS GIS. This map represents the priority habitat areas identified by NHESP
in Greenfield Massachusetts. Priority Habitat is defined as the filing trigger for
proponents, municipalities, and other stakeholders for determining whether or
not a proposed project must be reviewed by the NHESP for compliance with
the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act. According to this data and the
map below, approximately 238 acres of Greenfield’s 309 acres of parks provide
habitat for endangered and ecologically significant species. That is approximately
75 percent of Greenfield’s park land.

12

Map 4
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Heritage Landscapes
A statewide landscape inventory program currently exists in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts and is organized by the Department of Conservation and
Recreation. This program, called the Heritage Landscapes, identifies special
places that help define the community character. Heritage Landscapes are the
result of human interaction with the natural resources of an area which influence
the use and development of the land. The Greenfield Historical Commission has
identified Poet’s Seat Tower, Highland Park, and The Green River Swimming
Area as Heritage Landscapes for the Town of Greenfield. These scenic and
cultural resources should be considered for future development of park and
recreation properties. The map below shows areas of scenic landscape
resources visible from the Rocky Mountain Park. More importantly, the Green
River Park is part of the Scenic Landscape Inventory produced by MASS GIS.

Map 5
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Greenfield Park and Recreation
Introduction
The Greenfield Park and Recreation properties total 309.93 acres spread
across the 14,000 acres of the Town of Greenfield. Most of the park acreage
lies in the eastern part of town north and south of downtown. With the exception
Greenfield Energy Park, the other 13 parks are located in residentially zoned
areas. Furthermore, 75% (229.4 acres) of Greenfield’s park lands are located
within 1 mile of the town center. The 14 parks, town center, and 1 mile buffer from
downtown are shown on map 6.
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Park Development History
Greenfield was originally settled in the 1680’s by Deerfield residents looking for
more farmland. The area, referred to as the Green River District of Deerfield,
was settled as an agricultural community. Its location along the Connecticut
River encouraged trade as a new viable economic resource. The town was
incorporated in 1753 as the Town of Greenfield. Greenfield’s industrial expansion
followed the familiar trends of the 19th century industrial boom that generated
residential development and economic growth. This allowed for town wide
expansion and purchasing of public lands. Greenfield recorded acquiring its first
park in 1890, Highland Park. In 1906 and 1907, Greenfield added to its park
acreage by securing the Shattuck Park tract of land and some of Rocky Mountain
respectively. In the 1920’s to the 1930’s, the Green River Swimming Park, Green
River Park and Beacon Field were acquired by the town. In 1925, by vote at town
meeting, the Greenfield Recreation and Playground Commission was founded to
direct town wide expansion of their parks. The acquisition of Veterans Memorial
Field, Hillside Park and North Greenfield Park followed in 1946, 1950, and 1962
respectively. The most recent addition to Greenfield’s park system is Energy
Park that opened for public use in 1997.
Deed Report
The purpose of the deed report is to provide a legal foundation for which park
assessment and improvements can be made. The fourteen properties that
were identified by the Greenfield Recreation Commission as park properties
were researched through the Franklin County Registry of Deeds. Of those
fourteen parks, seven have deed restrictions limiting use of the land for park
and recreation purposes. The remaining seven parks are not subject to use
restrictions. A detailed table of the deed report can be found on page 17.
Unfortunately, not all deeds were located for this project and some
inconsistencies with legal documentation are present. In some cases, a deed for
the property or parcel could not be found and further investigation of the legal
documentation of the parks should be completed. Upon further investigation with
the Franklin County Registry of Deeds, it is possible that some of the parcels
or properties were willed to the town. In this case, the deeds need to be traced
through the probate court system.
Another issue with legal documentation exists in the case of Shattuck Park. The
Davis Street Tennis Park and Shattuck Park have the same deed but are not the
same parcel as depicted in the Franklin County Assessor’s map and the Town
of Greenfield Municipal owned properties handbook. In August of 1985, a title
search was performed by Attorney Edward P. Smith regarding a propsed change
of use for Shattuck Park. A full report of the title search can be found on file with
the Recreation Department for Shattuck Park.
16

Lastly, the softball field currently managed by the Greenfield High School is within
the property boundaries of the Davis Street Tennis Park shown on the Franklin
County Assessor’s map and the Town of Greenfield Town Owned Properties
Manual. The possible problems surrounding Veterans Memorial Field is further
described in the next paragraph.
Property Name
1
2

Abercrombie Park

5
6
7
8
9
10
11

12
13
14

Legal Ref.

Book

/ Page

Use Restriction

N/A

4-6A
079-6

685/253

079-7

N/A

Davis Street Tennis Park

103-23

519/359*

Energy Park

29-35A

N/A

Beacon Field
Garret Street Lot

3
4

Map- Lot

None
Park and Recreation

29-35D

1972/218; 1902/214

None

29-35E

2963/76; 1902/215; 2994/ 229

None

29-35F

N/A

29-37

1138/168; 1138/34; 1178/479

Green River Park

R42-1 ; 017-27

N/A

Greenfield Swimming Area

R27-18; R27-22

801/118; 766/11

R01-15

409/487

None

70-26

1021/173

Park and Recreation

Murphy Park

R27-24B

1256/ 181

None

North Greenfield Park

R11-70A

1135/382

Park and Recreation

Highland Park
Hillside Park

Rocky Mountain Park

None
None

R2-4

521/335

None

R2-6/ R2-7

528-301

Park and Recreation

R02-8

N/A

R03-1

N/A

R3-2A

1286/ 567

None

Shattuck Park

104-55

519/359*

Park and Recreation

Temple Woods

R01-10 &11

1865/266

Park and Recreation

110-14

896/0

Park and Recreation

Veterans Memorial Field

Table 2

A possible issue(s) lies with the Veterans Memorial Field and the use restriction
place on the deed. The deed on file for this inventory should be investigated to
verify that those property boundaries described on the deed are that of Veterans
Memorial Field. If that deed is verified as the proper legal documentation, a
possible issue arises regarding the use restriction placed on that property. The
restriction designates Veterans Memorial Field to be used for park and recreation
purposes, but in fact, the current use of the property restricts public access and
grants sole access to the Greenfield Public High School.
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Park Development Standards
The purpose of this section is to help quantify the existing park properties and
set a benchmark for future park development opportunities. The National Park
and Recreation Association (NPRA) makes general recommendations based on
population and spatial relationships of a park to its surrounding neighborhoods
and greater community. They also classify park sizes by acreage, intended
service area and target age range of users. Lastly, NRPA sets recommendations
for recreation facilities in relation to population of the town and service area for
that facility.
The park classifications are Playlots, Neighborhood Playground, Neighborhood
Park, Community Playfield, Major Community Park, and Urban Greenspace.
Each of these park classifications are defined by a brief description, context
of the park, population served, service area and accessibility, acreage per
population, and overall size range.
The 14 parks have been inventoried and assessed, and the results of that
process can be found in appendix A. The parks amenities and uses were
considered and each is grouped according to NPRA guidelines followed by a
brief explanation and acreage per 1000 population for Greenfield. The standards
set by NPRA are useful guidelines for evaluating and quantifying park resources.
The NPRA suggests that a park system should occupy 6.25 to 10.50 acres of
developed open space per 1,000 people at minimum. Greenfield’s population of
18,168 people and 309 acres of park and recreation land means that the town
has 17 acres of park and recreation property for every 1,000 inhabitants. The
grouping below shows a better detail of Greenfield’s park and recreation land
categories and an inventory of existing facilities.
Park Classification
Neighborhood Park
Total acreage/ 1000 population		
					
.87				
2. Beacon Field			
8. Hillside Park
10. North Greenfield Park

NRPA
2a/ 1000

These parks are designated as neighborhood parks because of their location
to residential development, multifamily homes, and facilities at the park. The
acreage for these three parks fall within the approximate 6-8 acre range for
neighborhood parks, are large enough to accept occasional programming,
provide areas of active recreation, and have the potential to serve all age
groups though target is for 5- 14 years of age. NRPA recommends that 2
acres per thousand people be provided for these park types.
18

North Greenfield Park is currently not utilized by the Recreation Department,
but has potential to offer facilities associated with a neighborhood park.
It is also possible that North Greenfield Park could be categorized as a
Community Playfield based on the type of use it could provide.
Due to the non- use issue surrounding North Greenfield Park, a possible
option for analyzing Greenfield’s parks is to address Davis Street Tennis Park
as Neighborhood Park. It could fit this category because of its proximity to and
location within an urban residential zone and having the potential to serve most
age groups. Below is a second scenario:
Neighborhood Park

Total acreage/ 1000 population

2. Beacon Field				
3. Davis Street Tennis Park
8. Hillside Park
10. North Greenfield Park

1.06 acres				

NRPA
2a

If this scenario is used to analyze the current status of Greenfield’s Park system,
Davis Street Tennis Park, would be removed from the category below.
Community Playfield
1. Abercrombie Field
3. Davis Street Tennis Park
9. Murphy Park
14. Veterans Memorial Field

Total acreage/ 1000 population		
2.7

NRPA
1a minimum

These parks have been categorized as a Community Playfield because they
are primarily athletic complexes. They can offer field games exclusively or a
variety of recreational athletic opportunities can exist as shared fields. The
purpose of these properties is to fulfill the active recreational needs of a
variety of age groups. Ample parking should be provided and the park should
exist within biking distance of the community. Individual acreage of these park
types can range from 15 to 25 acres for cities of 1,000 to 250,000 people.
Greenfield’s total acreage for this type of park is 58 acres which is double the
maximum amount set forth in the NRPA guidelines.
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Major Community Park
Total acreage/ 1000 population
		
10.5
5. Green River Park
6. Green River Swimming Area
7. Highland Park
11. Rocky Mountain Park
12. Temple Woods

NRPA
5a maximum

These parks have been classified as Major Community Parks because they
provide a combination of passive and active recreation. Major Community
parks may include athletic game fields, swimming, multi-use trails, picnic
areas, gardens, and natural areas. They can serve areas up to 30 miles away
from the community, should provide ample parking, and serve a variety of
users. The individual park acreage can range from 20 acres and larger. These
park types may also have a network of multiuse trails internally or linking
other park properties.
Urban Greenspace
4. Energy Park
13. Shattuck Park
These parks are intended to provide a buffer from an urban environment. Parks in
this category may provide a recreational element but the main purpose is to provide
aesthetic resources and increase the quality in an urban environment. The parks
are accessible by the entire community and provide a unique experience or may
act as a land bank. Ratios for acreage per 1000 population are not established.
The Energy Park and Shattuck Park provide buffers to the surrounding urban
environment and could be viewed as a vital resource to the recreation program in
Greenfield. These parks offer environmental, recreational, and visual appeal their
surrounding environs.
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Athletic Recreation Facilities
Another tool provided by the NPRA is park and recreation facility type per number of
population. Facilities present in Greenfield are listed below and on table 4 with a
comparison to NRPA guidelines.
				
NRPA Guidelines
Greenfield Recreation Facilities
						
3 Youth Baseball Fields
3 Baseball Fields 90’
3 Basketball Courts
3 Basketball Courts
1 Football Field
2 Football Fields
2 Soccer Fields		
1 Soccer Field (shared)
3 Softball Fields		
9 Softball Fields 60’
9 Tennis Courts
14 Tennis Courts
1 Trail System
1 Trail System
							
The guidelines set by the NRPA are not to be used as codified regulations but for
a means of comparison based on population.
A quick comparison of these tables shows that Greenfield has an abundance
of tennis facilities and ball diamonds with 60 foot base lengths. In addition to
the parks, the Greenfield Recreation Department also uses Greenfield Public
Schools facilities for recreational athletic programs. The Greenfield High
School and Greenfield Middle School ball diamonds are used to accommodate
recreational softball leagues during the playing season. Including these
diamonds, Greenfield Recreation Department uses 11 softball fields to
accommodate recreational softball leagues.
North Greenfield Park was not included in this comparison of athletic fields
because of its current condition and non-use. Its current status is an open
field with remnants of a former ball diamond. The goals and direction of the
Recreation Commission can be influential in determining the future use of this
site. The location of North Greenfield Park, zoning, and surrounding land use
will help determine its future use. The property may play some other role in the
Recreation Department in the future.
Veterans Memorial Field was included in the Recreation Facilities comparison,
but creates some issues regarding acreage of land per 1000 people. Veterans
Field increases the number of football fields for public use, but this field is
restricted to public access. The softball field located on the Davis Street Tennis
Park property also increases the number of softball fields in this comparison,
but it is subject to limited public access. These issues could be considered
when addressing the demand for public athletic facilities and the direction of the
Recreation Department.
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ADA Compliance
According to the Draft 2006 Open Space Plan Appendix B, some of the park and
recreation properties were included in the American Disabilities Act Compliance
evaluation. Many of the parks did not meet compliance requirements, including
Beacon Field, Energy Park, Green River Swimming Area, Highland Park, Rocky
Mountain Park, and Shattuck Park. These issues with ADA compliance may need
to be addressed in consideration of Greenfield’s aging population.
Recreation Survey
According to the Recreation Survey in the Draft 2006 Open Space Plan, the
major household use of recreational facilities and activities by Greenfield
households or residents is walking or hiking. The creation of a Rocky Mountain
Greenway could extend from Abercrombie Field through Temple Woods,
Highland Park, Rocky Mountain, and Beacon Field. It could be a network of
hiking or mountain biking networks that connect to points of interest or other
types of recreation.
Conclusions
These guidelines are general to allow for a basic analysis of how the Greenfield
Recreation Department may want to invest its resources. The possible discrepancies
surrounding North Greenfield Park and Veterans Memorial Field are areas the
Recreation Department may decide to research further.
The creation of a park network may be a suitable idea for Greenfield. Examining
the map 7 on page 22, many of the Greenfield park and recreation properties
are within a ¼ mile radius of each other. This proximity provides an opportunity
to create a park network or corridor through Greenfield that could link many of
the park properties. The most obvious area to create a park corridor is the Rocky
Mountain Region.
The Major Community Park is another category that may want to be addressed. The
abundance of park land acreage is a strength and an oppportunity for the Greenfield
Recreation Department to build on. The Greenfield Recreation Department may
explore how to increase the use of Highland, Temple, Rocky Mountain Parks by
creating a network in the Rocky Mountain Area. Rocky Mountain Park, Highland
Park, and Temple Woods make up nearly 2/3 of Greenfield’s park acreage totaling
199 acres. This area could be an exclusive park network called the Rocky Mountain
Greenway. Highland Park and Temple Woods could be destinations within the
Rocky Mountain corridor that provide different experiences throughout the network.
The Rocky Mountain Greenway could be the icon for the Greenfield Recreation
Department to build its park system on.
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The potential “Rocky Mountain Greenway” could incorporate Abercrombie Field
and the Kells Farm Land that would create a contiguous stretch of active and
passive recreation land throughout the area. The potential proximity of the Rocky
Mountain Greenway to the town center could extend the existing Riverside Trail
and allow potential users easy access to the Rocky Mountain Greenway from the
center of town and beyond.
The Kells Farm Land has been researched for this potential idea that could link
these active and passive recreation areas together The Massachusetts Department
of Conservation and Recreation has verified the possibility of passive recreational
uses of the Kells Farm Land properties. The Department of Conservation and
Recreation can be contacted a the Northamtpon, Massachusetts Field Office.
The service area for park and recreation properties could be another area
of focus for the Recreation Commission. The park service area refers to the
approximate distance park patrons will travel to use the park facilities based on
the park location and facilities present. Therefore, types of parks, their amenitites,
and facilites and relationship to suroundign neighborhoods are a major factor
in determining who wil use the park. The parks like Hillside Park, Davis Street
Tennis Park, and North Greenfield Park, could be designed to contain recreation
opportunities for the surrounding neighborhood. Davis Street Tennis Park, and
Hillside Park are located in relatively moderate density housing areas were open
space and recreation opportunities may be limited. These neighborhoods are
also home to many of Greenfield’s youth that could potentially use these parks
for recreation. The Greenfield Recreation Department may want to examine
these areas in greater detail to improve the quality of services to immediate
demographic area. The existence of a designated environmental justice area
that includes Hillside park could be another area of focus for the Greenfield
Recreation Commission.
Summary
•

The Town of Greenfield may want to assess the use of existing parks such
as Veterans Field and North Greenfield Park.

•

The opportunity for Greenfield to experience increased residential
development may influence the type, location, size and facilities of new
parks in Greenfield with consideration to existing parks.

•

The Town of Greenfield may want to research the possibility of
establishing a park network throughout Greenfield that links multiple park
properties

•

The Town of Greenfield should address compliance to the American
Disabilities Act.
24
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Appendix A

Abercrombie Field
Location

Montague City Road

Acreage
7

Map/ Lot
4/ 6

Legal Reference
N/A

				
Use Restriction: None
Historical Information
The Franklin County
Registry of Deeds
did not provide legal
documentation for
Abercrombie Field.
However, according to the
deed of the abutting former
town golf course dated
may 1928, Abercrombie
Field is recorded in Plan
Book 6 page 97.
Description
Abercrombie Field is
located on Montague
City Road behind the
Greenfield Center School. The parks 11.42 acres contain a small field used
mainly by the Greenfield Center School, a baseball diamond, and parking for
approximately 35 automobiles. The parks amenities include a concession stand
restrooms and picnic tables. Major use of the land is given to the baseball
diamond which the Babe Ruth Youth Baseball Association of Greenfield is given
exclusive control of the ball field. The field is available for scheduled use for
other events that must be done through the recreation department. The lease
agreement with the Babe Ruth Baseball Association is renewed each season
upon signed contract from town officials. A full park inventory and assessment is
listed below.
Baseball Diamond 90ft (1)
The baseball diamond is a 90 foot base
length with a 295 foot left field and
291 foot right field. It is a fully fenced
in facility with covered dugouts, infield
turf, and an electronic scoreboard. The
playing surface is well maintained and
healthy turf is maintained on the infield
and outfield. Additionally, the fence and


backstop appear to be maintained and are in good condition. Abutting the
outside of the back stop is small utility shed used for tools and maintenance
equipment supplied by the baseball association. Beyond the fenced baseball
diamond, moveable bleacher structures exist along the first and third
baselines.
Though the Town of Greenfield owns the property, the baseball diamond is
managed and maintained by the Babe Ruth Baseball Association. A full inventory
of Babe Ruth owned equipment present on the baseball grounds was not done.
The lease agreement with the Babe Ruth Baseball Association specifies that
the property is to remain open to citizens of Greenfield and specifies issues
regarding upgrades and removal to park premises.
Concession Stand (1)
A concession stand is located on the premises near the backstop of the
baseball diamond. It operates in conjunction with the baseball association
schedule.
Picnic Tables (7)
There are a total of seven picnic tables on the premises of Abercrombie Field.
They are mainly oriented around the concession stand and the ball diamond
backstop. They are moveable and are accessible to users of Abercrombie
Field at all times.
Ski Jump (former)(1)
The south end of the Abercrombie Field
property is occupied by a former ski jump.
The jump structure no longer exists,
but a small structure for viewing and
announcing still stands. The bare slope
was most recently used a few times a
year by the New England Hillclimbers
Association for all- terrain-vehicle events.
Shared Field
An open field oriented on the south side of the entrance drive is part of the
Abercrombie Field Parcel. Its dimensions limit the opportunities for full field
recreation, but it is utilized by the Greenfield Center School. A field hockey
or lacrosse sized goal structure exists on the field area. This section of
Abercrombie Field is used by the Greenfield Center School per a lease
agreement on file with the Department of Public Works.



Beacon Field
Location

Beacon, Gerrett, and
Sanderson Streets

Acreage
7

Map/ Lot
79/ 6

Legal Reference
685/254

					
Historical Information
Beacon Field was acquired by the Town of Greenfield in April 1923 for one dollar
from Fredrick and Francis Wells.
Use Restrictions: None
Description
Beacon Field is located in one of
Greenfield’s densely populated
residential neighborhoods slightly
east and north of the center of
Greenfield. Bordered to the east
by Rocky Mountain Park and
directly below the popular Poet’s
Seat Tower, Beacon Field is used
all year around. In addition to its
location and variety of facilities,
this park is used for town wide
events such as the Winter Carnival, Independence Day Festivities, and seasonal
recreation. The Beacon Field property also includes an adjacent open lot on the
west side of Gerrett Street. A complete inventory of Beacon Field is below.
Gerrett Street Lot
23,000ft2		
079-7
N/A
Located on the West side of Gerrett Street is a town owned property that is
considered to be part of Beacon Field. It is currently an open grass area with
a few mature trees. The Gerrett Street parcel is an idle piece of property.



Football Field (1)
The regulation lined football field is used by
organized recreation leagues, Greenfield
Schools, and neighborhood residents.
Soccer and football games are played on
this field. It is complete goal posts at either
end that are removed during the winter
months when part of the field is used as an
ice skating rink. At the time of assessment
the field was heavily worn at both end zone
areas and lightly worn in the center of the
field.
The football field is home to the Pop Warner Youth Football League from
August 1 to November 1.
Baseball Diamond (1)
The baseball diamond was in poor condition at the time of assessment. Its
shared outfield with the football/ soccer field makes for poor grass conditions
in right and center field areas. The infield skin surface was holding water
in the major wear areas around the bases and at the home plate area. The
infield grass surface was healthy but the pitching mound and home plate area
were worn. The fencing along the backstop and first and third foul territory
had cosmetic weathering but seemed
functional in providing spectator
protection and stopping foul balls.
The baseball diamond is scheduled for
use from April to November 1st by the
Babe Ruth Baseball Association.
Tennis Courts (5)
Located on the Sanderson Street
side of Beacon Field are 5 clay
surface tennis courts. The courts
are lined and playable during the tennis season approximately May
through October depending on weather conditions. The clay courts are
maintained by the Department of Public Works that perform routine
maintenance each year. During the off-season the fenced in tennis courts
are locked to prevent damage to the saturated clay surface. When the
tennis courts are opened for the season, surface finishing tools are
provided at the courts to be used as needed by the participants.
The courts are used for open play, adult co-ed singles leagues, and tennis
lessons.



Tennis Backboard
An individual play tennis backboard is provided adjacent to the clay tennis
courts. The backboard is made of concrete and the foot surface of the
backboard area is asphalt. Both surfaces are in acceptable condition and are
not showing major signs of wear or necessary maintenance. The backboard
is lined to represent net height but no other tennis lines are present. The
practice backboard area is not fenced in with the clay tennis courts and can
be used at any time.
Sledding Hill
A former toboggan run is located on the eastern side of Beacon Field between
the two parking lots. The lower portion of the toboggan run is currently used
as a small sledding hill. Sledding is not considered a formal use of the area.
Youth Play Lot
A youth play area is located on the Sanderson Street side of Beacon Field.
This play area is a gravel/stone dust surface contained by landscape timbers.
The play area consists of an outdated metal climbing structure and a metal
slide structure.
Water Fountain (2)
There are two water fountains at the Beacon
Field premises. They operate seasonally and
are maintained by the DPW. They are located
at either end of the park near Beacon and
Sanderson Streets.
Access/ Parking
Two gravel parking lots exist on the premises
off Beacon Street and Sanderson Street. There is also a small gravel parking
area along Sanderson Street in front of the tennis court area. Park patrons often
use the grass area along the east side of Gerrett Street as parking because of its
proximity to the football field.

Improvements
A possible improvement to this park could be to provide legible signage, identify
proper parking areas, and the addition of a sidewalk. The addition of signage
could be used to designate the park and direct parking to the proper locations.
The addition of a sidewalk could allow patrons to walk through the park via a safe
path.
The condition of the playing fields may be addressed. A proper maintenance
schedule could coincide with an event schedule to allow for proper playing
surface maintenance. A combination of rest/ restricted access, reseeding, and


soil amending might be an integral part of the maintenance plan. Coincidental
to this plan, a master maintenance plan should be developed to allow for these
services to be applied. These plans should be implemented and adjusted
accordingly to the goals of the Town of Greenfield. Furthermore, long range plans
include drainage improvements to the tennis area.
The existing play lot is in poor shape and lacks updated user friendly play
equipment. Considering the surrounding residential area, the play lot should
be a valuable neighborhood resource for toddler age and young children.
Improvements should be made to the entire play area including the foot surface
material and providing play structures that can attract a wide age range. The
installation of a fence to enclose the play lot and increase safety may be
explored.



Davis Street Tennis Park
Location

Davis Street

Acreage
3.4

Map/Lot

Legal Reference

103/23		 519/359

Use Restriction: Park and Recreation
Historical Information:
According to the deed listed
above, Davis Tennis Park
was part of the original
acquisition of the Shattuck
Park parcel. It was acquired
in October 1906 for $9,000
from William Brown of
Jacksonville, Vermont. It is
the former land of George
and Martha Shattuck and
once called “Fair Farm.”
The Davis Street Tennis Park Parcel shares the same legal reference but its
property lines and assessor’s map reference are different. Further investigation
of the legal boundaries of this park should be explored due to the use issues
surrounding its facilities. The deed places use restrictions on this park to be used
for park and recreation purposes.
Description
Davis Street Tennis Park is located at the intersection of Davis Street and
Cleveland Street adjacent to Veterans Memorial Park. The Davis Street Tennis
Park is situated in a residential area adjacent to the Greenfield Public High
School.
Tennis Courts (4)
This park consists of 4 asphalt tennis courts. The court surface is shared with
four basketball hoops, but is exclusively lined for tennis play. The basketball
hoops do not hinder tennis play. The court surface was experiencing some
cracking and asphalt separation, but is not jeopardizing recreational use. The
nets are removed during the winter months and were not present at the time
of inventory.
Softball Diamond (1)
A sixty foot softball diamond is located within Davis Tennis Park. According to
the deed, this park should be open as a public park for civic use. It is currently
off limits to the public and considered part of Veterans Memorial Field.


Basketball Hoops (4)
There are four basketball hoops mounted beyond the regulation lines of the
tennis court. The asphalt surface is shared with tennis and is not lined for
basketball. The hoop structures are in usable condition. The backboards and
rims could be updated if more basketball areas were a necessity. Organized
basketball has been banned from this site due to neighbor complaints of
noise and disruption. However, it was noticed at the time of inventory that
neighborhood children were using the existing hoops.
Access/ parking
The tennis park is serviced by an asphalt parking lot along Davis Street. The lot
is marked for 21 automobile stalls. Its location makes it accessible to a densely
populated and residential area.



Energy Park
Location

Miles Street

Acreage
1.25

Map/ Lot

Legal Reference

29/35D; 29/35E; 29/37; 29/35F				

Use Restriction: None
Historical Information
Energy Park is
Greenfield’s newest
park property
located in downtown
Greenfield. The idea
for a new park in
Greenfield was outlined
in The “Strategic
Plan for Downtown
Greenfield” in 1992.
The development
of the property
was spearheaded by an agreement with the Northeast Sustainable Energy
Association (NESEA) and the Town of Greenfield in 1994. In 1997 phase one of
Energy Park was constructed and built.
Located on the former Boston and Maine Railroad yard, the site was the home
of the Greenfield Train Station that was demolished in the early 1960’s. The site
was left idle for many years as an abandoned rail yard that changed ownership
many times. The Town of Greenfield obtained ownership of this property via
an order of takings for unpaid taxes by the owners. The most recent property
records can be found on file at the Recreation Department or following the legal
reference numbers listed above.
Description
Energy Park is an innovative solution to an
urban industrial site that harnesses town
history and contemporary environmental
issues into a multifunctional park property.
The park is comprised of demonstrative
sustainable energy exhibits, interpretive
signage, herb and native plants garden, and
a bandstand used for weekly music concerts.
It hosts approximately 30 to 40 events a year
ranging from festivals, concerts, play groups,
and picnic lunches. During the summer
months the park’s bandstand is booked on Sundays and Thursdays for concerts.



This park is a well deserved arboretum for New England plants. Many trees and
shrubs are labeled with descriptive placards throughout the park. A map with
number index can be found at the main entrance information kiosk. This small
parcel is used for many functions and its scheduling, maintenance, and programs
are organized by Sandy Thomas at NESEA and many volunteers. A full inventory
of Energy Park is listed below.
Interpretive Signage
Located in various points throughout the park, large descriptive signs
highlight unique topics addressed in Energy Park or important to the town of
Greenfield. The topics discussed are butterfly garden construction, the use of
wind energy, and transportation and energy consumption.
Caboose
A Boston and Maine Railroad Caboose is
located inside Energy Park and is used
as a museum for educational programs
and transportation demonstrations. It is
open for tours during scheduled hours
and programs available through NESEA.
Play Structure
A wooden replica of a steam engine train is
located in the center of Energy Park. It is
intended for toddler age children and is
open as a play/ climbing structure. It has two cars and a caboose all of which
are open at one end so the child can sit in the train cars.
Garden Demonstrations
Several garden exhibits can be found at
Energy Park. The exhibits include gardens
for herbs, wildflowers, native New England
plants and many more. These gardens use
nutrient material generated for the on site
composting station.
Composting Station
A composting site is located inside the park and is used to amend the soil at
the planting exhibits and as a natural fertilizer
Solar Panels
Several solar panels are used throughout the site as a demonstration for energy
production.
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Bandstand
A bandstand is located inside the park and is used for seasonal concerts and
functions. The structure was built to mimic the general shape and design of the
former train station and be architecturally sensitive to the location and context of
the park. The facility can be rented out through NESEA
Picnic tables (7)
The picnic tables found in the park are scattered throughout the property and are
movable structures.
Stone Benches (7)
The stone benches in the park are engraved with supporter’s names and quotes.
Parking/ Access
Parking is available in the parking lot at the terminus of Miles Street or in the
town center. Pedestrian access is possible at the south end of the park along
Deerfield Street.
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Green River Park
Location

Petty Plain Road

Acreage
21

Map/ Lot

Legal Reference

R 42/1; 17/27		

N/A

Use Restrictions: None
Historical Information
Green River Park was
formerly the nursery area
for Greenfield’s street tree
program in the late 1920’s. This
information was found in the
Department of Public Works
office in town meeting records.
The Franklin County Registry
of Deeds did not have legal
documentation available for this
parcel.
Description
Green River Park is located at the south end of Petty Pain Road along the Green
River. Bound by the Green river to the East, a steep wooded slope to the west
and a forested edge to the south, the park is a flat site that lies in the Green River
Flood Plain. The west bank of the Green River that borders the park is densely
vegetated denying views of or access to the Green River. A large part of this
parcel is a forested area on the south end along the Green River. According to
town records, lot 17/ 27 along the Green River is also part of the Green River
Park. It has been expressed that this lot could be used as a nature study area.
Playground
Play structures (2) with slide
These structures are different sizes
suitable for toddlers and older
children. They were purchased
with funds from the Community
Development Block Grant Program
and installed in 1997. The major
components of these structures are
climbing and sliding and the larger
structure has a zip line like cross
member.
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Swing structures (2)
The playground has two swing sets with one sizable for toddlers and the other
for older children.
Park benches (2)
Two park benches are present in the play area made from a composite
material that appears as wood but with a longer life and more weather
resistant. The foot surface for the playground is wood chips and creates a
soft, fairly consistent bed.
Picnic Tables (2)
There are two picnic tables located just west of the playground area near
a permanent grill. This area can be used at the public convenience and
does not require permit to be used. The picnic tables are constructed from
a composite material that has a longer life
span than traditional materials.
Basketball Court (1)
Green River Park has a full length court with
an asphalt surface and regulation lining. Its
current state is in need of maintenance and
further assessment can be found below in
the actions section.
Softball Diamond 60ft (2)
Each diamond is identical with a gravel infield surface. Each have two small
aluminum bleacher structures, fenced backstop, and open, unfenced outfield.
The open outfield allows the field to be multi-use. The softball fields are used
for football fields when the softabll season is finished. They are used by a
men’s adult flag football league scheduled
through the recreation department.
Improvements
A design plan was done by Dodson Associates
in 1997 to, according to the Recreation
Commission, “open the space for security
and visibility and to make it a more viable
neighborhood park.” A complete listing of the
Recreation Commissions goals for Green River
Park can be found on file in the Recreation
Department. Another opportunity to increase the
parks usage is to create water access to the Green River along the parks edge.
The Recreation Department has also discussed a walking trail along the river
heading south.
13

Location

Nash’s Mill Road

Greenfield Swimming Area
Acreage
22

Map/ Lot

R 27/18, 19, 20, 21

Legal Reference
801/ 118; 766/ 12

Use restrictions: None
Historical Information
The property for Green
River Swimming and
Recreation Park was
acquired through two
transactions. In June
of 1929 and December
of 1933 two parcels
of land were granted
to the Inhabitants of
Greenfield by private
ownership.
Description
The Green River Swimming area is one of the most widely used town parks in
Greenfield. This property located west of the center of Greenfield is contiguous
with Murphy Park and Nims Tree Farm. It is also linked to the center of
Greenfield via the Riverside Community Path. Its unique and abundant recreation
opportunities include an in stream swimming pool with sand beach toddler play
area, athletic courts, concessions and picnic areas. The property is complete with
open grass area and mature shade trees that add to its uniqueness.
A complete inventory of the park is listed below.
Southside of Green River
Concession Area
(2) Bike racks
(7) Picnic Tables
(12) Park benches along the
back side of the beach
overlooking the water
Restrooms
Showers
Covered Pavilion with concrete floor
(6) picnic tables
Permanent grill
14

Toddlers Play Area
This area is fully enclosed by chain link fence
with two gates for entrance and exit and a
stone dust/ gravel foot surface.
		 Picnic Tables (2)
		 Basketball Hoop (1)
		 Play Structure (1) metal
		 Metal Slide (1)
		 Swing Structure (2)
		
Toddler Swings (4 individual swings)
		
Child Swings (4 individual swings)
		 Concrete Pipes (2)
Improvements
The height of the basketball hoop
(approximately 8ft) is a suitable height for
young children and toddlers, but its location
and size of play area should be addressed.
The hoop is currently located on an asphalt
section of the walking path that enters
the play area and is bordered by a raised
railroad tie. The backboard and rim to be
need updated as both are rusted and
possibly a safety issue. The metal play
structure and concrete pipes could be
updated or removed and a more modern
material or play structure be applied.
There is plenty of space in the existing
area to incorporate new colorful and safe
play structures that attract children and
toddlers.
Full Length Basketball Court (1)
The full length basketball court has an
asphalt surface and is lined for regulation
play. The surface is in good condition and lacks large cracks, or major shifts in
the asphalt that may impair playability.
Sand Volley Ball Court (1)
The major improvement area for the sand volleyball court is a screening of the
sand. At the time of assessment, the sand surface was littered with gravel and
stones up to approximately 1 inch in diameter. An acceptable playing surface
for sand volleyball should be a consistent sand base with minimal gravel.

15

Northside of Green River
The picnic area on the North
side of the Green River is
accessible via a pedestrian
bridge across the river. The
north side does not have a
beach, but has water access
via concrete stairs. This
picnic area is a large plot
of grass covered land and
mature shade trees. There are
approximately 35 picnic tables
with a number designation for
rental purposes.
Parking/ Access
Parking is available in a gravel parking lot. The park is also accessible via
Murphy Park and the Riverside Community Path.
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Highland Park
Location

Highland Pond and
Parkway Streets

Acreage

Map/ Lot

Legal Reference

29

R 1/ 15

409/ 448

Use Restrictions: None
Historical Information:
Highland Park was acquired by
the Town of Greenfield in June
of 1890 for $1,000 from Frank J
Pratt Jr.
Description
Highland Park is a large
property bordered by a
residential area and the Rocky
mountain Park. Highland Park
offers many recreational pursuits including tennis, hiking, mountain biking on
some trails, cross country skiing and some fishing. Highland Park is home to
Highland Pond and bordered by Temple Woods. A full listing of park amenities
and facilities is listed below.
Clay Tennis Courts (4)
At the time of inventory, the clay tennis courts were not usable due to winter
conditions. However, because of the maintenance required of clay tennis
surface, the entrance to the courts may need to be locked during the winter
months to eliminate misuse during the off season.
Water Fountain (1)
There is one water fountain located at the northwest side of the tennis courts.
It is operational during the tennis season.
Highland Pond
The issues surrounding Highland Pond
are covered in the Ecological Report
and Management Plan completed by
Valley Environmental Services. The pond
is currently used for summer fishing
activities, but some restrictions do apply.
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Warming Hut (1)
A warming hut that was once used when ice skating was possible on Highland
pond still exists on the property along Parkway Street.
Trail Network
Currently, three formal trails exist in
Highland Park. They can be used for
a mix of activities including hiking,
mountain biking, cross country skiing,
and jogging. Improvements to the
trails should be made most critically
at the trail heads. The existing sign
along Parkway Street is confusing
and should be updated. Signage with
clearly marked trailheads, destinations, and distances is desperately needed
within Highland Park. Additionally, signage for approved and restricted use
and park regulations should be visible and inconspicuous.
Parking
One formally designated parking area is located in Highland Park. It is a
gravel surface east of the tennis courts and south of Highland Pond. Possible
improvements to parking issues is described in the improvements section.

Improvements
The Highland Pond perimeter
trails and the tennis court
connecting path could use
some maintenance. The path
that connects the tennis courts
to the Highland Pond area
was washed out and poorly
identified. These areas could
be improved to increase public
appeal and use.
The Town of Greenfield Planning and Development Office has submitted
an application for funding for park improvements to Highland Park through
the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation. It gives a
detailed explanation and description of possible amenity improvements to
the property. A copy of the application, including proposed improvements can
be found on file in the town planning department or Recreation Department
under Highland Park.
Some improvements to parking designation could be made. Current parking
18

patterns exist at the tennis courts on the north and south sides. These areas
either need to be designated as proper parking or prohibited. If proper parking
in these areas is necessary, pervious surface lots could be designated by
signs and bollards. This could discourage random parking and injury to trees
and grass areas as noticed by current patterns.

19

Hillside Park
Location

Grove Street,
Conway Street

Acreage

Map/ Lot

4.9

70/ 26

Legal Reference
1021/ 174*

Use Restrictions: Park and Recreation
Historical Information: Hillside
Park was acquired in March,
1955 by right of eminent domain.
The property is described as the
“Grove Street Tract” owned by
W.A. Davenport in the deed. Its
legal reference is listed above
and a copy of the deed can be
found on file at the Recreation
Department.
Description
Hillside Park is located just outside of downtown Greenfield. The property is a
gently sloped, open site with a ball field and asphalt basketball/ tennis courts.
It is in urgent need of maintenance and improvements to all of its existing
amenities and requires some renovation. At the time of inventory the park was
littered with trash, broken glass, and graffiti. Its athletic facilities are in poor shape
and significant improvements should be made. According to the above legal
reference the parcel has use restrictions limited to park and recreation purposes.
An inventory of existing facilities is below.
Full Length Basketball Court/ Tennis Court (2)
The full length basketball court is a shared asphalt pad constructed and lined
to accept tennis or basketball activities. The asphalt playing surface for either
activity is in almost unusable condition. The surface has large gaps in the
asphalt. In some cases these gaps run the length of the surface and make
any activity prone to injury. The surface also has large sunken holes. Most
of these are along the out of bounds line along the perimeter of the playing
surface. The asphalt surface, in short, is in desperate need of replacing as
patching will not solve the problem.
The hoop structures are also in need of repairs. Two of the four standard rims
are usable. The other two rims are unusable due to being bent over from
misuse. All four wooden backboards need replaced and a new, longer life
material should be used.
The tennis equipment was not set up at the time of inventory.
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Softball Diamond 60ft (1)
The softball diamond was in fair shape at the time of inventory.
Storage Barn (1)
A concrete block storage shed exists on the property and is currently vacant.
Parking
Two possible parking areas are located on Grove
Street and Conway Street. These parking areas
are also utilized as the main entrance to the park.
They are a gravel/ soil surface.

Improvements

The chain-link fence enclosing Hillside Park
needs to be repaired. The section at the Grove
Street entrance is a safety hazard due to broken
structural components and many parts of the
fence are falling down. The thick undergrowth
that limits visibility and access into the park should be removed to provide
open views into the park and may help reduce vandalism. In a Fall, 2006
Recreation Commission meeting, the commission
identified some improvements like adding lighting
and addressing the fence/ plant overgrowth ,
addressing vandalism, and deciding on an overall
purpose or use as priorities for the park.
The parking/ entrance areas could be more easily
identifiable and an organized entrance/ parking
scheme could be implemented. One way to better
use these spaces is to define the entrance areas
as pedestrian access only and use street parking
as the only areas for auto access.
Environmental Justice
Hillside Park is identified as being located within an environmental justice
boundary. The EOEA has identified promoting open space within environmental
justice populations as a program priority. Possible funding and resources can be
applied through the EOEA, Urban Self Help Program, and the Interagency Land
Committee, and Brownfield Remediation Projects as Environmental Restoration.
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Murphy Park
Location

Leyden Road

Acreage
31

Map/ Lot
R27/ 24B

Legal Reference
1256/ 181

Use Restrictions: None
Historical Information
Description
Murphy Park is home of the Greenfield Girls Softball League (GGSL). It is
a town owned property leased by GGSL giving them exclusive rights to the
softball fields. The GGSL maintains the four 60 foot baseball diamonds to a high
standard. The ballfields are not open for public use and are exclusively for the
use of the GGSL. The facilities at Murphy Park are listed below.
Softball Diamond 60ft (4)
The four softball diamonds at Murphy Park are in excellent condition. They
are individually fenced and fully enclosed fields with (skinned), soil infield
surfaces. The turf in the outfield is healthy and well maintained. Improvements
made by the GGSL to Murphy Park are subject to the use contract.
Field House (1)
The field house has concessions and restrooms available when the park is
opened for softball.
Parking
Parking is available throughout the park.
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North Greenfield Park
Location

Severence Street

Acreage
3.4

Map/ Lot

R 11/ 60A, 70A

Legal Reference
1135/ 383

Use restrictions: Playground and
Recreation
Historical Information
The Town of Greenfield acquired the
North Greenfield Park in March, 1962 in
a taking by eminent domain. The parcel
included two properties described in
the legal reference listed above. A copy
of the deed can be found on file at the
Greenfield Recreation Department.
Description
The 3.4 acres of North Greenfield Park is occupied by an open field that appears
to be a baseball diamond at one time. A house structure that exists on the
premises was most recently used by Friends of Pocahontas and has served as a
community meeting house.
Baseball Backstop (1)
The field is rough and uneven in grade and is not in playable condition as a
baseball field. It is a large open field of grass with a backstop near Severance
Street. The backstop is not usable and unsafe and has some gaps in the
fencing. The top portion of the backstop fencing is unsafe due to broken fence
components.
House structure
There is a house structure on the premises that is not currently used.
Accessibility/ parking
The field area is accompanied by a gravel/ stone dust parking lot that can
hold approximately 20 automobiles. It is easily accessible by routes 5 and 10.

Improvements

The park lacks any user friendly amenities including signage. The future use
of this park needs to be determined and amenities should be provided as
necessary.
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Rocky Mountain Park
Location

Mountain Road

Acreage
117

Map/ Lot

		

		

		
Use Restrictions: Public Park (R2/6, 7)

Legal Reference

R02/4		
R02/6
R02/8		
R03/1		

521/ 336
528/302
N/A
N/A

R3/2A		

1286/567

Historical Information
Greenfield began acquiring land for Rocky
Mountain Park as early as 1907 according to
the deed listed book 528 beginning on page
302.
Description
Rocky Mountain Park is five contiguous parcels
that include hiking trails and the popular Poet’s
Seat Tower. It is a unique forested ridge that
separates the Connecticut River from Greenfield
that stretches nearly two miles in a North- South fashion. Rocky Mountain Park is
serviced by a small parking area at Mountain Road and Parkway Street. Parkway
Street is a dead end, unimproved surface that provides auto access up the ridge
to the Poets’ Seat Tower Area. Additional parking area exists at Poet’s seat tower
but is only accessible via auto during the summer months.
The park has extreme potential to attract local residents
and visitors alike. The park currently consists of 3 trails
which are extensions of a local and regional trail network.
The local trails connect a few of the existing parks including
Abercrombie Field, Highland Park and Temple Woods
designated by red, blue and yellow trail markers. The
regional trail, The Pocumtuck, connects Greenfield to the
Sugarloaf Mountains in South Deerfield and links with the
Blue trail in the Rocky Mountain Park creating a regional
link to the south.
The hiking trails should be clearly marked at the entrance
point then reinforced with trail markers. The rocky Mountain Park should be
linked physically and literally to the adjacent park properties including Highland
Park, Temple Woods, and Beacon Field. Additional Properties such as Kells
Farm, managed by the DCR and the conservation land to the north could also be
linked.
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Improvements

Possible improvements to Rocky Mountain Park include updating and adding
signage to the park entrance. The existing sign at the park could be a main
kiosk that provides park orientation at the entrance and provide a holding
place for paper hand held maps. The park could attract regional residents and
visitors for its hiking and scenic appeal. Rocky Mountain Park could be an icon
for Greenfield’s Park system by linking it to surrounding parks within walking
distance and providing panorama’s of the town which might generate an
economic increase in regional tourism.
At the time of visit, the parking area was littered with refuse below the guard
rail on the east side of the parking area. The issue of illegal dumping should be
addressed.

25

Shattuck Park
Location

Federal Street

Acreage
6.9

Map/ Lot
104/ 55

Legal Reference
519/359*

Use Restrictions: Park and Recreation
Historical Information
The Town of Greenfield acquired
the Shattuck Park parcel in October,
1906 for $9,000 and includes the
Davis Street Tennis Park. The Town
of Greenfield voted to purchase this
property at a special town meeting.
Description
Shattuck Park is accessible from
Federal Street on the eastern border
or the High School Complex on the
western border. The legal reference for
this park shows that is was originally a large swath of land that stretched from
Federal Street to Davis Street.
The majority of the acreage in this park is forested by
a mature stand of evergreen trees that create a unique
environment in a dense residential area. The forest area
of this park has a stone dust walking path that winds
around through the large mature stands of trees. An
itemized inventory of the park is listed below.
Park Benches
Some benches can be found along the asphalt path
that separates Shattuck Park from the high school
property. Also, some benches can be found in various
locations throughout the park.
Play lot
A childrens play area can be found at the western
edge of the park near the ice rink. It is comprised of:
		
Swing Structure (2)
		
1 each for toddler and child age groups
		
Slide (1)
		
Jungle Gym (1)
The play structures in this area were in poor, weathered condition and did not
26

provide a user friendly appearance. The
stone dust foot surface was littered with
fallen tree debris and was in desperate
need of general maintenance. The play
area and structures overall need updated or
removed.

Improvements
The eastern border of the park along Federal
Street is easily missed as signage is insignificant. This entrance to the park
should be clearly marked and draw attention from the heavily used Federal
Street.
Previous possibilities for Shattuck Park included the removal of the stand of
evergreen trees to “open the park for other purposes.” This idea should not be
implemented for environmental, ecological, and aesthetic purposes. This stand
of trees provides unique environments for biotic functions in an urban setting.
The Town of Greenfield has a multitude of existing properties that are cleared for
open space that can be utilized as active recreation. Furthermore, the abutting
school property is currently used for active recreation and according to park
development standards, the Town of Greenfield could use passive park parcels.
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Temple Woods
Location

Mountain Road

Acreage
53

Map/ Lot
R 1/10-11

Legal Reference
1865/ 267

Use Restrictions: Recreation and Conservation
Historical Information
The Temple Woods property
lies between Highland Park and
Mountain Road. It was acquired
for one dollar from the Woman’s
Club of Greenfield In a deed
amendment dated April 3, 1985.
The property has specific use
restrictions stating that “this
land shall be held upon the
condition that it be kept in its
present natural condition, so far
as a proper forestry system will
permit, and be used for passive
recreational and conservation
purposes. Passive recreational use shall be defined as any activity that can be
easily performed with minimum disturbance to the area’s natural condition, for
example, hiking, nature study, bird watching, cross country skiing.”
Description
Temple Woods is a wooded parcel approximately 56 acres that is contiguous
with Highland Park and is adjacent to Rocky Mountain Park. The property is used
for passive recreation via the Highland Park Trail System. Temple woods can
be accessed through the previously mentioned Highland Park/ Rocky Mountain
Trails or via a small parking area on the west side of Mountain Road at Old Bears
Den Road.
Improvements
This park could be aggregated into a new Rocky Mountain Park Corridor that
also includes Highland Park. These abutting parcels, though segmented by
Mountain Road, could be large park network with destination points within.
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Veterans Memorial Field
Location

Silver Street

Acreage
7

Map/ Lot
110/ 14

Legal Reference
896/ 1

Use Restrictions: Playground and Recreation
Historical information
Veterans Memorial Field was
acquired by the town of Greenfield
in April of 1946 at town meeting.
This parcel was taken by right of
eminent domain for playground
and recreation purposes as stated
in book 896, page 1 in the Franklin
County Registry of Deeds.
Description
Veterans Memorial Field currently
is utilized by the Greenfield Public High School Athletic Department for high
school baseball, and football. The property is a shared athletic field between
football and baseball activities and is complete with bleacher seating and lighting
structures. The parcel has a field house located on the northern boundary that
used for athletic events and is complete with locker rooms.
This parcel, according to the assessor’s map, shows the proper park boundary
as the southerly end- zone area and does not
include the softball diamond. This parcel should
be researched to determine its proper border to
determine the parks facilities.
Football Field
The football field is used exclusively by the High
School Athletic Department and is off limits
to the public. The football field area has seen
some recent improvements including bleachers
and event lighting.
Baseball Diamond 90’
The basbeball diamond at Veteran’s Memorial field is a 90 foot baseline
length. It has a shared outfield with the football field and is also used
exclusively by the Greenfield High School.
Field House
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A field house consisting of shower and restroom facilities exists on the north
side of the property. It is serviced by a seperate drive off Silver Street and a
small parking area. The Field house is not open for public use.

Appendix B

No schooling
completed
Nursery to 4th grade
5th and 6th grade
7th and 8th grade
9th grade
10th grade
11th grade
12th grade, no
High school graduate
(includes equivalency)
Some college, less
than 1 year
Some college, 1 or
more years, no degree
Associate degree
Bachelor's degree
Master's degree
Professional school
degree
Doctorate degree

Male

24
0
75
202
108
134
126
271
2,006
656
987
721
1,008
464
85
48

1,823

409

700
529
775
499

130
65

35
0
119
369
251
341
259
401

215
113

1687
1250
1783
963

1065

3829

Female total
6,915

11
0
44
167
143
207
133
130

5,765

12,680

Greenfield

source: P37 United States Census 2000

Educational Attainment Comparison

table B-2

0.017
0.009

0.133
0.099
0.141
0.076

0.084

0.302

0.003
0.000
0.009
0.029
0.020
0.027
0.020
0.032

%

15,462

1.70
0.89

13.30
9.86
14.06
7.59

8.40

30.20

0.28
0.00
0.94
2.91
1.98
2.69
2.04
3.16

15,500

10,427

Greenfield

7,927

49,612
17,349

52,747

4,690,514

454
581

2,697
1,670
3,623
2,051

1,512

7,528

65
39
162
458
534
658
502
527

448
329

3,231
2,551
4,346
2,453

1,908

7,822

99
38
163
510
470
464
477
751

902
910

5928
4221
7969
4504

3420

15350

164
77
325
968
1004
1122
979
1278

17,690

54,864

5,148,578

1960

Franklin
County,
49,121
Male
Female
23,061
26,060 total

15,672

31,216

4,319,721

4,248,326

1950

0.018
0.019

0.121
0.086
0.162
0.092

0.070

0.312

0.003
0.002
0.007
0.020
0.020
0.023
0.020
0.026

%

18,116

59,233

5,689,377

1970

Historical Population Comparison

Massachusetts

1920

Franklin County

1910

1940

1900

1930

Table B-1

1.84
1.85

12.07
8.59
16.22
9.17

6.96

31.25

0.33
0.16
0.66
1.97
2.04
2.28
1.99
2.60

18,436

64,317

5,737,037

1980

18,168

71,092

6,349,097

2000

14.7

30.2

33.1

Percent Growth

64,661
48,473

226,446
120,780
403,484
189,163

107,557

534,284

24,799
12,208
23,818
52,244
42,414
48,164
37,868
67,157

56,199
27,423
50,592
113,342
87,686
99,672
79,192
136,987

45,061
25,343

258,729
187,483
431,070
211,040

137,403

109,722
73,816

485,175
308,263
834,554
400,203

244,960

631,205 1,165,489

31,400
15,215
26,774
61,098
45,272
51,508
41,324
69,830

Massachusetts
4,273,275
Male
Female
2,003,520 2,269,755 total

18,666

70,092

6,016,425

1990

1.315127
0.641733
1.183916
2.652345
2.051962
2.33245
1.853192
3.205668

0.026 2.567633
0.017 1.727387

0.114
11.3537
0.072 7.213741
0.195 19.52961
0.094 9.365253

0.057 5.732372

0.273 27.27391

0.013
0.006
0.012
0.027
0.021
0.023
0.019
0.032

%

33.8

935,332

1,508,248

2,443,580

Massachusetts

38.3

61.7

9,737

19,729

29,466

33.0

67.0

Franklin County,

Acres
35
109
478
1410
829
325
203
350
355
9

50,502

46.1

53.9

% of Total
11.31
1.87
47.88
0.18
0.87
3.95
2.05
0
2.04
0.61

Greenfield town,
Franklin
County,
Massachusetts
40,768
33,110

Franklin
County,
Massachusetts

% of Total Undeveloped Land
Acres
0.25
Cropland
1588
0.78
Pasture
262
3.41
Forest
6721
10.04
Wetland
25
5.91
Mining
122
2.32
Open Land
555
1.45
Participation Recreation
288
2.49
Water Recreation
0
2.53
Water
287
0.06
Woody Perennial
86

41,994

GREENFIELD TOTAL ACREAGE- 14,037 acres

Spectator Recreation
Residential- Multi family
Residential <1/4 acre lot
Residential 1/4 to 1/2 acre
Residential>1/2 acre
Commercial
Industrial
Open and Public
Transportation
Waste dipsosal

Developed Land

Table 5

Median household income in 1999

Massachuse
United States
tts

3,660

4,279

7,939

Greenfield

P53. MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN 1999 (DOLLARS) [1] - Universe: Households
Data Set: Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) - Sample Data

Table B-4

66.2

35,663,588

Renter occupied

Percent Renter Occupied

69,816,513

Owner occupied

Percent Owner Occupied

105,480,101

Total:

United States

Data Set: Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) - Sample Data

H7. TENURE [3] - Universe: Occupied housing units

Table B- 3

Appendix C

Private Non Municipal Recreation Inventory
Indoor Action Sports
		
Lacrosse
- HS girls/ boys
		
Field hockey -high school and adult
		
Soccer		
-adult women; high school boys/girls
		
Basketball
		
Golf/ tennis - indoor driving range
Meadows Golf Course
• 9- hole Public access/ daily fee golf course
Greenfield Country Club
• 18 hole private country club that offers a variety of annual
rates
Collins/ Moylan Skating Arena
• a full service ice skating venue that features a pro shop,
heated conference room, facilities for parties, and a snack
bar
• operated by the DCR but managed by a third party
management organization
Greenfield YMCA
•
•

A complete family and fitness center offering everything from
daycare to weightlifting and aerobics classes
Some amenities include gymnasium, pool, fitness area,
daycare, and weigh training

Franklin County League of Sportsmen
• skeet and trap shooting range
Camp Lion Knoll
Camp Avery
Conservation Land
Griswold/ GTD Conservation Land
Bernardston Road Conservation Land
Westwood Wildlife Sanctuary
Leyden Woods/ Green River Conservation Land

Green River Conservation Land
Shelburne Road Conservation Land
Rocky Mountain Conservation Land
Town Common
Additional Open Space
Nims Tree Farm
Lovejoy Land
Gott Land
Canada Hill Land
Kells Farm DCR owned

