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By JOANNA MALVAS
For the Recorder

Even though the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program
[SNAP] benefits are flowing again
and the first of two major holidays
this season has passed, experts who
help people access food say those af-
fected by the federal government
shutdown still feel extreme unease.

“The toll on people’s mental
health was astonishing,” said Erin
Ferrentino, food access manager at
Grow Food Northampton, the non-

profit that runs a community farm.
“We ’re still dealing with that — peo-
ple just not knowing when the other
shoe is going to drop, when their
benefits are going to get taken
a w a y. ”

As regional food banks continue
to report an increase in sign-ups for
free meals since the government
shutdown ended on Nov. 12, the
state’s Anti-Hunger Task Force is
holding listening sessions through-
out November and December to
gather feedback as it prepares to ad-
vise the governor’s office on long-
term solutions for addressing
hunger, food insecurity and related
economic hardships impacting com-
munities.  

Gov. Maura Healey created the
task force in July, not long after
Congress passed the One Big Beau-

tiful Bill that contained reductions to
SNAP benefits. In direct response to
these reductions, the task force is
bringing together leaders from state
and local governments, food banks,
nonprofit and business leaders and
others to develop recommenda-
tions. 

Just as this work was getting into
full swing, “the shutdown happened,
in the middle of our task force work,”
said Allison Bovell-Ammon, task
force co-chair, referring to the fed-
eral government’s closure that
started on Oct. 1.

Bovell-Ammon, who also serves
as assistant undersecretary for Chil-
dren & Family Services at the Exec-
utive Office of Health and Human
Services, heads the task force with
Ashley Randle, commissioner of the
Massachusetts Department of Agri-

cultural Resources, and Alana
Davidson, director of communica-
tions at the Massachusetts Execu-
tive Office of Education.

The task force is looking into solu-
tions that would support existing
food assistance programs, such as
boosting labor in school breakfast
programs, increasing funding of the
Massachusetts Emergency Food As-
sistance Program and strengthening
support for the state’s agricultural
s e c t o r.  

“We know that the food pantries
and food banks are stretched be-
cause of the extra pressure that was
placed upon them during the federal
shutdown and the delay in SNAP
benefits,” said Randle, a South Deer-
field native who has served as agri-
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Calder Rossi and daughter Zelda, 9, of Greenfield sled down the hill at Beacon Field in Greenfield.

By MADISON SCHOFIELD
Staff Writer

MONROE — The Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) issued a new 40-year li-
cense to Bear Swamp Power Com-
pany for the operation of its hydro-
electric power station on the Deer-
field River.

The license, issued by the com-
mission on Nov. 26, authorizes the
company to continue operation of
the 676-megawatt Bear Swamp
Project through 2065. The project
includes an 118-acre reservoir, a
180-foot-long, 130-foot-high dam,
and a concrete powerhouse lo-
cated on the Deerfield River in the
towns of Monroe and Florida. The
company has been operating with
provisional licenses issued annu-
ally since 2020, when its original li-
cense [issued in 1970] expired.

As a result of the efforts of vari-
ous environmental groups and
recreation companies, the licenses
include several requirements
aimed at expanding protection of
natural resources, habitats, and
recreational features of the Deer-
field River.
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By KATIE CASTELLANI
State House News Service

BOSTON — On the
first day of shotgun sea-
son, Emma Ellsworth
traded her hunting post
for a hike to the State
House steps to show her
support for nature and
conser vation.

“When we protect our
open spaces, our forests,
our farms, the places
where we go to hunt and
fish, source local food and
local timbers we’re also
protecting the air we
breathe and our drinking
water, we’re protecting
wildlife,” said Ellsworth,
executive director of
Mount Grace Land Con-
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By MADISON SCHOFIELD
Staff Writer

SHELBURNE FALLS — Fire Chief
Herb Guyette is urging residents to
check that their smoke detectors are
working and chimneys are clear of de-
bris after responding to a chimney fire
at 96 Main St. on Monday night.

Guyette said there were no injuries,
but the homeowner, a woman in her
70s, was taken to Baystate Franklin
Medical Center for evaluation as a pre-
caution. He believes it was caused by a
malfunction or a buildup of debris in
the chimney.

“She was at home and had been
awoken by her smoke alarm,” Guyette
said. “She was able to get out and call
911.”

The call came in at 11:19 p.m., and
crews were able to get the fire under
control by approximately 12:30 a.m.
Guyette said. Crews from the Buck-
land, Shelburne, Shelburne Falls, Ash-
field, Colrain, Bernardston, Greenfield,
and other fire departments were on
scene until 3:15 a.m. The fire began as
a first alarm, and was raised to a three-
alarm fire to increase resources and
get more mutual aid.

“We had 17 departments that were
moved around the county, either on

scene or covering another depart-
ment,” Guyette said.

The fire began on the first floor,
then went up the chimney, requiring
careful response from firefighters,
Guyette said, as the fire had sur-
rounded them.

“It ended up being above and under
us,” Guyette said.

Guyette said he urges residents to
double-check that their smoke detec-

tors are working, and their fireplaces
and chimneys are clean and clear of
debris to prevent fires. Had the smoke
alarm not been working in the home
Monday night, he said the fire could
have grown even larger before the
homeowner had noticed and called for
help.

“Working smoke detectors are so
important; they saved another life last
night,” Guyette said.
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There was a chimney fire at 96 Main St. in Shelburne Falls Monday night.
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