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Winter Carnival’s 95th celebration begins
For The Recorder

W inter Carnival returns for
its 95th year with an Arctic
Blast theme on Friday, Feb.

3. Winter Carnival, which runs
through Feb. 5, has been a long
standing tradition within Greenfield,
dating back to 1922.

The celebration kicks off with live
ice carvings in downtown Greenfield
by area artists. The sculptures will be
displayed throughout the weekend
and viewers are encouraged to vote
for their favorite. Cast your vote at
the ballot box in the Town Common.

Illuminated vehicles will travel
from Newton School to Beacon Field
as part of the third annual Parade of
Lights. Following the parade, a bon-
fire and fireworks display will take
place at Beacon Field.

On Saturday, the four-mile Sleigh
Bell Run kicks off. The course begins
on Hope Street and continues
through Highland Park. Register in
advance online or at the Recreation
Department and Town Hall, or on the
day of the race at Hope & Olive
restaurant.

Also on Saturday is the Family
Fun Fest. The fest features a Lego
competition, live animal presenta-
tion, art exhibit, face painting, crafts,
games, and a showing of “Norm of
the North.” Popcorn, pizza and

drinks are also available for pur-
chase.

Take part in basketball games,
cribbage tournament, and public ice
skating as well on Saturday.

Kick off Sunday with Breakfast

with Olaf at 8 a.m. at the Ninety-Nine
Restaurant. This event is a
fundraiser for Winter Carnival. Tick-
ets are $6 per person, 10 and under
$4, under 2 free. Tickets are available
in advance or at the door.

A snow sculpture contest, and ski
and snowshoe demonstrations by
Eastern Mountain Sports also take
place, weather permitting. Enjoy
sledding, horse-drawn hay or sleigh
rides, community wide tug of war, a
live DJ, ice bowling, broom ball, and
a hockey match, as well.

Returning for the fifth year is the
K-9 Keg Pull. Participants run,
dance, or essentially whatever it
takes to urge their dogs across the
finish line. Dogs pull empty kegs
based on their size. All funds benefit
the Friends of the Paws Park.

Winter Carnival concludes with a
cardboard sled race. Prizes are
awarded in the youth and group cate-
gories for fastest, most creative, za-
niest, and best crash. Adults can
earn prizes for the fastest and most
creative. Businesses are also encour-
aged to join in the Corporate Chal-
lenge, where a prize is awarded for
best design. Prizes also awarded to
best Arctic Blast theme and people’s
choice.

For a complete schedule of events
and event map, visit: www.greenfield-
recreation.com/wintercar nival.
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Dogs pull different-sized empty kegs based on their size during a previous
K-9 Keg Pull.

FOR THE RECORDER
A child shows of one of the sleds
used in a previous cardboard sled
rac e.

‘Something just clicked’

Ever since she was a
grammar school student
growing up in Long Beach,
N.Y., Ploof has had a passion
for art.

“I loved to paint, but I was
never any good at it,” she
said.

Then, while working on a
piece in 2013, Ploof said she
tried adding tissue paper left-
over from Christmas, creat-
ing an image with texture.
She called her first piece
“Recycled Sunset.”

“It was like ‘Oh my God,”
Ploof remembers. “S o m e-
thing just clicked. I haven’t
stopped yet.”

Ploof said Len Haug of
Princeton is the only other
artist she’s met who makes
art from bits of paper, but
that Juliette Aristides, a
Seattle contemporary realist
painter, has been a personal
inspiration to her. Ploof has
read all of Aristides’ books
about artistic technique.

“She really taught me how
to draw,” Ploof said. “Basi-
cally it all comes from that.”

From trash to treasure
Being an avid recycler,

Ploof began using old books
as art materials. Many of her
friends would bring her
books they planned to throw
out, even books printed as far
back as the 1800s.

“I can’t imagine (books)
being around that long and
just be gone,” she said. “Fo r
some reason, it is incredibly
satisfying to take something
that was headed to the trash
and revive it.”

Not only does Ploof ’s work
extend the books’ lives,
metaphorically speaking, but
the matte medium she uses
to adhere the paper to the
luan protects the paper from
yellowing over time.

Plus, Ploof said paper
art is certainly budget-
friendly for artists with lim-
ited resources.

The fact that Ploof ’s art-

work is made with recycled
materials is often what ad-
mirers of her pieces like
most about them.

“They never thought to
reuse something in that
w a y, ” she said, adding that
some art enthusiasts have
called her an inspiration to
them.

Aside from her paper art
images, Ploof said she enjoys
making dolls out of paper and
quilling — an art form that
involves using strips of
paper that are rolled,
shaped and glued together
to create decorative designs.
She also recently began
dabbling in photography,
hoping to transform her
own photos into paper art im-
ages.

“I can take it exactly how I
want the picture and then
work off the picture if I want,”
she said.

Hidden features

Ploof said admirers of her
work have said the pieces
have good composition, so
they can be admired from
afar, however they also have a
lot of hidden details that are
only revealed up close. For ex-
ample, Ploof tries to work in
hidden faces. Others who see
her pieces try to read the tiny
bits of book pages.

“You don’t get bored look-
ing at the art,” she said.
“There’s always so much
more to see.”

Ploof said art is also a way
for her to get her messages
out into the world. Her pieces
focus on themes like the glory
of aging, spirituality and new
love.

“There’s usually a story
that goes with each one,” she
said, adding that, while work-

ing, she listens to music that
matches the story she hopes
to create. For example, while
making “Desire,” a painting
of a woman in a red dress,
Ploof played “The Beauty of
Who You Are” by Marc
Broussard over and over
again for months.

“The type of music abso-
lutely blends with the type of
art I’m creating,” she said.

In the end, Ploof hopes
that those who admire her
pieces will come to see the
world as a beautiful place.

“Even nowadays, when
things are testy and sharp, I
like to remind people there’s
so much beauty in the world,”
she said.

A labor of love
Because placing the small

bits of paper is quite tedious,
Ploof said each piece takes
between two and three
months for her to make.
Thus, she asks between $600
and $1,200 for each piece, de-
pending on its size and na-
ture.

Ploof said it can be difficult
to see how slow her progress
is after only a few weeks of
work, but she’s always able to

push through and have faith
that a piece will eventually be-
come a reflection of the image
in her mind.

“You can’t help but be pre-
sent and have faith,” she
said.

Plus, Ploof said her work
is always rewarding.

“As any artist will tell you,
if you’ve got the bug, you
must satisfy it,” she said.
“It’s a bit of an obsession. It’s
so relaxing and meditative.”

Because each piece takes
so long to make, Ploof rarely
displays her work in art ex-
hibits. However, her work has
been displayed at The Green-
field Gallery and Fine Art
Printing, The Boxcar Gallery
in Greenfield, Fitchburg Art
Museum, Field Memorial Li-
brary in Conway and Levi
Heywood Memorial Library
in Gardner. She also sold
pieces at Mormor: Hand-
made and Vintage Goods, a
gift shop in Shelburne Falls,
before the business closed.

Some of Ploof ’s pieces
also won awards during 2014
shows hosted by the Gardner
Area League of Artists
(GALA). Her award-winning
pieces include “An Invita-
tion,” “Red Barn” and “Pe -
spective Lesson.”

New challenges
In the future, Ploof hopes

to try using paper art to make
optical illusions, and plans to
dabble in sculpture and paper
mache. She has already be-
gun adding increased texture
to her pieces, making them
more three-dimensional, and
believes floral images would
lend themselves well to her
style of art.

“You can tell from where I
started to where I am now,”
Ploof said of her transforma-
tion as an artist over the past
four years. “It’s very excit-
ing.”

Outside of her home stu-
dio, Ploof is a member of the
Orange Cultural Council,
through which she particu-
larly aims to encourage
teenagers with a love for art
to follow their passion. Even-
tually, Ploof hopes to orga-
nize an art show specifically
for youth ages 10 to 18.

“It’s a plan in the works,”
she said. “I think encourag-
ing new artists to bloom is
very important.”

Artistic talent and creativ-
ity, it would seem, even runs
in Ploof ’s family. Her 27-year-
old daughter Juliana paints
and does photography, with
the two bonding during pho-
tography walks. Her 10-year-
old son Michael particularly
enjoys another paper art,
origami, and even Ploof ’s
husband David builds frames
for her pieces.

Those interested in view-
ing Ploof ’s work can visit her
exhibit at Amherst Town Hall
from March 2 to April 28. The
exhibit will be a featured stop
during two Amherst Art
Walks on March 2 and April 6,
when Ploof will also hold
artist receptions from 5 to 8
p.m.

To view Ploof ’s work on-
line, visit: bit.ly/2jfNDOR. To
purchase a piece, contact
Ploof at 413-522-8779 or by
email at: keilascalling@
gmail.com
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Some of Keila Ploof’s designs on display. See more of her work at the Amherst Town Hall from March 2 to April 28.
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Keila Ploof works on one of her designs on Jan. 12.
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Mozart
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Dvořák
Shostakovich

SORCERY
PROPHECYMagic!

Paul Phillips, conductor
PIONEER VALLEY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
with
Solomiya Ivakhiv, Violin

Tickets: 
$6 - $25 in advance
$7 - $28 at the door
Online at pvsoc.org/single-tickets

Greenfield High School Auditorium
21 Barr Ave., Greenfield

11
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Magic 
Flute Overture

NoonWitch
Violin Concerto No. 1

Symphony 
No. 9

2016-2017 Season

The Pioneer Valley Symphony receives funding from the  
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.3369833

Franklin County

The Greenfield Moose Lodge 997
20 School Street

4th Annual

FATHER - DAUGHTER DANCE

Saturday, February 11th
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Tickets: $10 per dad (or adopt a dad) All Daughters (all ages) FREE
DJ Bobby C ~ Free Snacks

Unlimited Soda Bar ~ Fashion Photo Shoot
Tickets in advance at the Lodge after 3 pm daily.

Order by phone at 773-9030. Tickets at door.33
82

44
1


