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Franklin County has highest rate
of unvaccinated students in state
But numbers of vaccinated students
still higher than national average
By TOM RELIHAN
Recorder Staff
GREENFIELD — As concern grows nationally about
measles vaccination levels,
how does Franklin County’s
vaccination rate compare?
State-gathered data from
the county’s largest school
districts suggests the county has the lowest vaccination
rate in Massachusetts, but

recorder.com

one that is still higher than the
national average and higher
than the areas experiencing
outbreaks at present.
State Department of Public
Health statistics shows that
94.5 percent of students entering kindergarten in Franklin
County for the 2013-2014
school year had immunization. The state average is 98.5
percent. Hampshire (96.1),
Berkshire (96.4) and the Cape

Cod counties (95.1) are close
to Franklin, but all of the other
counties hover just above or
just below 99 percent.
Of Franklin County’s 27
elementary schools, however,
data from only seven of them
could be released, since the
other 20 had fewer than 30 new
kindergarten enrollments.
Only children in Greenfield,
Montague, Orange, Deerfield
and Sunderland were counted
in Franklin County. So it’s not
clear what the actual vaccination rate is in Franklin County.
Most other more urban coun-

ties have more complete data.
Scott Zoback, a spokesperson for the DPH, said
Massachusetts’s vaccination
rate is higher than some other
states, which puts the state
at a lower public health risk
overall.
In California and Arizona,
where the recent outbreak is
most pronounced, measles
vaccination rates among children between 1 and 3 years
old are 90.7 percent and 91.4
Recorder/Tom Relihan
percent, respectively, accord- Pediatrician Ariel Gallantbernstein of Greenfield Family
ing to the CDC’s National Medicine says her practice has advised parents to vaccinate their children.
See MEASLES Page A2

Paying
for
recovery

Winter Carnival!

Mass. insurers to
cover methadone
By COLLEEN QUINN
State House News Service

Parade, fireworks
kick off festivities

Recorder/Paul Franz

A parade of illuminated vehicles makes its way down Main Street en route to Beacon Field on Friday night, kicking off the Winter Carnival.

By DAVID RAINVILLE
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — With
temperatures in the teens, this
year’s winter carnival lived up
to its name, “Frozen Over.”
The blustery cold didn’t
stop people from coming out
to watch the carnival’s first
Parade of Lights. Throngs
stood on street corners to
watch fire trucks, buses, police
cruisers and float-towing pickups pass by decked out in

Christmas lights.
“I want to see the fireworks,” said Kylie Dennett, 6.
“The ice sculptures are nice,
too.”
Many of the ice sculptures featured characters and
scenes from the popular children’s movie “Frozen.”
“I didn’t like the movie,”
Kylie admitted. “I like the
characters, though.”
Many thought the parade
was a great addition to the
93-year-old carnival.
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“The parade is a cool concept; I think it will catch on in
years to come,” said Ashley
Dennis, of Greenfield.
While many shivered outside on the street to see the
parade go by, Dennis found a
way to stay warm while watching.
Dennis sat in the back
of her Honda SUV on Main
Street, nestled between her
children, 4-year-old Isabelle
See CARNIVAL Page A8

Lamson gets
OK to cut
pay, benefits
By DIANE BRONCACCIO
Recorder Staff
SHELBURNE FALLS — This
week, federal Bankruptcy Court gave
permission to the indebted Lamson
& Goodnow Manufacturing Co. to
reject its current collective bargaining agreement with Local 274 of the
United Electrical Radio and Machine
Workers of America — a move that
opens the door to cutting wages and
health insurance coverage for the
13 remaining union workers at the
plant.
For the past year, the union workers have been working under an
expired contract that was extended
through 2014, while both sides failed
to agree on a new contract. Lamson
wanted to cut workers’ pay by $2 per
hour and eliminate company health
care coverage, to save money, but

Winter Carnival
continues all weekend
GREENFIELD — The Greenfield Winter
Carnival was off to a good start with Friday night’s
parade, fireworks and bonfire, and the fun continues all weekend.

Saturday:
The day starts with youth league basketball
games from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Greenfield
Middle School.
Sven’s Reindeer Run foot race hits the ground
running on Hope Street at 10 a.m. The CollinsMoylan Arena will be open from 1 to 3 p.m. for
public ice skating. Admission is $3, and rental
skates are $5 per pair.
A cribbage tournament starts at 3:30 p.m.
the Youth Center on Sanderson Street, with regSee EVENTS Page A8

BOSTON — Private health insurance companies in Massachusetts will
cover methadone treatment for people
recovering from drug addiction starting this summer.
The change means one more path
to combat the opioid epidemic, according to those who treat addicts.
Lora Pellegrini, chief executive officer and president of the
Massachusetts Association of Health
Plans, said health plans came to the
decision individually after conversations with officials at the state Division
of Insurance about addiction coverage.
Previously methadone treatment was
covered by only some private plans
and all Medicaid plans.
“We are really trying to be part of
the solution to a very serious problem,” Pellegrini told the News Service
Thursday.
“It is one tool in a toolbox of things
that are shown to be clinically effective
to treat opiate addiction,” Pellegrini
said, adding insurers do not favor one
treatment option over another.
There are no estimates for how
much the coverage will cost insurers,
Pellegrini said.
Last spring, state health officials
and Gov. Deval Patrick declared
the opioid epidemic a public health
emergency, and the Legislature subsequently passed a major substance
abuse bill to address the growing
problem. The law provides individuals
fighting addiction improved access to
treatment and recovery services, and
requires insurers to cover up to 14
days in an in-patient treatment facility.
Sen. Jennifer Flanagan, a
Fitchburg Democrat who helped
steer the bill through the Legislature,
See ADDICTION Page A2

Job training
helps homeless
family resettle
in Greenfield
By KATHLEEN McKIERNAN
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — Ranada and Jim
Murray and their three children were
living in an apartment in Palmer when
they became homeless last July.
Mrs. Murray was working as a
cashier and Mr. Murray worked for the
Recorder file photo railroad in Westfield, but when their
Federal Bankruptcy Court has given Lamson & Goodnow permission to landlord’s home was getting foreclosed
on and gave them 30 days to move
cut wages and benefits for workers.
out, they didn’t have the first and last
the union workers rejected that plan. Labor Relations Board, says Peter months’ rent and security deposit necThe judgment that the company Knowlton, president of the Northeast essary to move into a new home, which
can come to $3,000.
doesn’t have to honor the old agree- Region UE.
Mrs. Murray went to the state
ment means the company could set
“This doesn’t mean there’s no Department of Transitional Assistance
its own terms for wages and bene- union,” said Knowlton, “It just means office in Springfield for advice. Staff
fits, at least until a new agreement they (Lamson & Goodnow) can told her that her family could be placed
is reached. If the union workers change the agreement. But they’re in a shelter within 20 miles of Palmer.
can’t accept the company’s terms,
See JOBS Page A7
they can take it up with the National See LAMSON Page A2
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The Ice Princess
sculpture is on display on
the Greenfield
Town Common.
This sculpture
is not part of the contest.
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www.greenfieldrecreation.com/wintercarnival.html

If you place your ad by 3:00 pm, it will
appear in the following day’s edition.

SNOW & ICE
REMOVAL FROM
ROOFS

3319826

Mini ads are what you need.

Licensed & Insured
K & B CONSTRUCTION
413-834-3331

413-559-9565 - Lic. #2882
www.catamountauctions.com

Lose 5-100+ lbs.

Ideal WeIght loss

Personal Coaching
Dr. Supervised
One on One Meetings Available
FRee no pressure 1-hour
seminar for men and women

ymcaingreenfield.org - 773-3646

2009 Honda
CRV 4x4

5 Park St., Greenfield, Ma. 01301
Call 413-773-5483 to sign up.
Wednesday, Feb. 11th @ 6 pm
Dr. William Callahan • Donna Giard

Stk. #Z4007A

$11,582

now booking appointments

3319793

South Deerfield

Will Be closeD
Feb. 7-15
Reopening Feb. 16

Kitchens, Baths, Decks,
Replacement Windows,
New Construction, Additions,
Siding, Home Repairs & more.
Call today for free estimate

Phil 413-775-2677
Paul 413-834-0534

Licensed & Insured

TODAY

10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
All proceeds benefit
the Library

GCC Senior Symposia

Valley Utopia
Presenter:
Steve Strimer

Wed. February 11

WALDRON
BUILDING
& REMODELING
JerrY’s Place

By Friends of the
Greenfield Public Library

1 Main St., Greenfield
413-773-5455
www.toyotaofgreenfield.com

GCC Downtown Ctr.
270 Main Street
2-4 p.m.
Cost: $10
Call: (413) 775-1661
Greenfield
Community
College

3319607

Sat. Feb. 7

POLISH AMERICAN CLUB
46 So. Main St., South Deerfield
6 PM (Preview 3-6 PM)

“I no longer feel
bad about
working out at
night because my
kids come with me and
play in the Game Room’’

Used Book Sale

3319731

3319537

525 Bernardston Rd. Greenfield
Day & Evening Appointments Available
Our long time preparer has retired.
Sarah Wesolowski has signed on with G&F Tax Prep.
Sarah is a Enrolled Agent with the IRS with 12 years tax
preparation experience.
Call 413-773-3686 for an appointment.
3318758

Call 772-0261

CATAMOUNT
AUCTION CO., LLC
ANTIQUE AUCTION

3318327

3319746
3319845

Gilmore & Farrell insurance &
Tax PreParaTion

3299608

Sunday, there should be plenty
to go around.
While some braved the brisk
temperatures to get a frontrow view of the parade on Main
Street, others waited for it to
arrive at Beacon Field, where
they could keep warm by the
bonfire. Parking was at a premium as well over 100 people
stood by the fire and at the edge
of the field, waiting for the fireworks to begin.

Reach over 30,000 readers tomorrow.

Todd “Happy” Boynton
Roofing
Roof Snow & Ice
Removal and Cleaning
413-775-2775
tvalinet@hotmail.com

L & D Builders
413-648-0110

Adults $8.49 Kids $3.99 (12 & under)
Tues. & Sat. 11-7:30
Like Us On Facebook
Pete's Seafood • 772-2153

for the event, especially for
Sunday staples like the cardboard sled race and snow sculpture contest.
“Last year there was no
snow for the carnival; that was
kind of a bummer,” she said.
The carnival has suffered
from a lack of snow in recent
years, but that’s clearly not the
case this year. With about a foot
of snow in the past two weeks
and snow forecast today and

NEED AN AD
IN A HURRY?

Have an estate to liquidate or moving?
We can sell entire contents for you on-site
Local business since 1996 (Needful Things)
3319844
For more info call Mike, 413-320-7665

Roof Clearing

Clam Strips or
Scrod

■ The carnival has suffered from a lack of snow
in recent years, but that’s clearly not the case
this year. With about a foot of snow in the past
two weeks and snow forecast today and Sunday,
there should be plenty to go around.

On site sales = easy for you

FREE QUOTES
FULLY INSURED
413-626-4738

ALL YOU CAN EAT

and 7-year-old Charlie. The
three shared a blanket, a bag
of McDonald’s food, and a good
time.
“I’m excited to see my classmate at the arts and crafts this
weekend,” Charlie said.
His sister, Isabelle, enjoyed
the lights of the parade, but covered her ears with her hands
to muffle the sound of the air
horns of several of the passing
vehicles.
Their
mother
said
they’d have to miss some of
Saturday’s events because of
a prior engagement, but they
were looking forward to Sunday
goings-on. They were glad to
have some snow on the ground

MINI ADS

ROOF
SNOW REMOVAL

* Licensed Snow Removal *
Commercial & Residential

From Page A1

3319515

The day starts with
“breakfast with Olaf ” at the
99 Restaurant from 8 to 10
a.m. A snowshoeing trek
leaves Highland Park at 10
a.m. The Collins-Moylan
Arena opens for a public
skate again from 1 to 3 p.m.
Most of Sunday’s events
happen at Beacon Field.

Recorder/Paul Franz

Carnival: A weekend of fun

3319810

Sunday:

Fireworks at Winter Carnival at Beacon Field on Friday in Greenfield.

3319738

istration at 3:15. Winners
will receive custom-made
cribbage boards. Greenfield
High School students will
face-off against alumni in
the 6 p.m. David M. Petrin
Memorial Hockey Game at
the Collins-Moylan Arena.
The Youth Center will be
abuzz with activity, including a Lego competition from
9:30 to 10 a.m., a sing-anddance-along with Frozen
characters at 10 a.m., an art
exhibit starting at 11, and
face painting, games and
photo opportunities from
11 to 12:30 p.m. Disney’s
“Frozen” will be shown at
12:30.

Sculptors have until 3:15
p.m. to build their best snow
sculpture on Beacon Field.
A cookie bake-off will be
judged at noon, and bakers
need to bring at least two
dozen.
At noon, Franklin County
Sheriffs deputies will face
county firefighters in a
“pond-hockey” style match
on the Beacon Field ice
rink. Once they’re done, the
rink will be cleared for a
1 p.m. ice bowling contest.
Everyone’s invited to compete in a community tug-ofwar at 12:30.
Free snowshoe and
cross-country ski demonstrations go from noon to 4
p.m. Horse-drawn hayrides
and pony rides also run
from noon to 4. The annual
K9 Keg Pull will be held at
1 p.m, and the cardboard
sled race and contest starts
at 2:30.
Contest rules and a full
schedule of winter carnival
events can be found at

3299631
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