in Black has held since resuming after a hiatus. The
group has taken hiatuses at
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first started in 2001 during
An ice fisherman checks one of his tip-ups on Moore’s Pond in Warwick on a sunny afternoon.

the demonstrators, either
wanting to talk — which, by
nature of the vigil, they won’t
Page out
: A01
— or waving
their car
SEE VIGIL A8

GREENFIELD WINTER CARNIVAL

No snow, but vintage snowmobiles to admire
By MAX MARCUS
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — The Winter
Carnival, besides being a weekend of
activities for locals, is also one of only
a few shows for vintage snowmobiles
in the state.
The machines date mostly to the
1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s, a period when
there were many more manufacturers of snowmobiles than there are today, and much greater variation in
their designs.
“All the new ones kind of look the
same,” said Jarod Erickson, who collects and rides old snowmobiles with
his father, Karl Erickson, at their
home in Barre. Of the four that they
brought to Greenfield on Sunday,
Jarod said his favorite was a 1969
Arctic Cat, with a blue-tinted wind-

screen, a leopard-print seat and a
body shaped more like a pontoon
than a jet ski.
Karl Erickson said he became interested in vintage snowmobiles
about 20 years ago. Back then, he
would buy an old, non-working machine for a few hundred dollars, get it
running again and then sell it at a
higher price.
Since then, prices have gone up: a
vintage snowmobile in working order
typically goes for about $1,000 now,
Karl Erickson said. This probably indicates greater popular interest in
older machines, he said. But because
the prices are higher in general, he
doesn’t buy and sell fixer-uppers like
he used to; now, he and Jarod mostly
just collect them.
“I enjoy working on them, he enjoys riding them,” Karl Erickson

said.
Compared to other shows in the
region, the Greenfield show is relatively small, said Nick Ruddy, who
lives in Charlton. Ruddy guessed that
he owns about 150 snowmobiles, with
about 100 of them in working order
and the others either in need of repair or just for salvage parts.
There were about 20 snowmobiles
at Beacon Field on Sunday. Six were
Ruddy ’s. In November, he was at the
Big E in West Springfield, which has
a show with hundreds of snowmobiles, he said. He goes to about six to
eight shows a year. Most are in New
York, and the few that are in Massachusetts are usually in the western
part of the state.
The Big E’s show may be bigger,
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Jarod Erickson, from Barre, shows one of his favorite vintage snowmobiles
SEE CARNIVAL A8 at the Greenfield Winter Carnival on Sunday.

INSIDE

DEERFIELD

Climate change forum set for Feb. 29

By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

SOUTH DEERFIELD —
Residents are invited and encouraged to attend a Feb. 29 forum aimed at motivating them
to take action to combat climate change.
“Climate Resiliency: Deerfield 2030” is scheduled to con-

sist of a variety of workshops at
Frontier Regional School from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The forum will
be free and open to the public,
and a free lunch will be provided.
The town is working with
Christopher Curtis, a Deerfield
resident and consultant with
Conservation Works, to organize the event. Curtis said
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some of the workshops will run
concurrently and he has lined
up 22 or 23 speakers, including
someone from the U.S. Department of the Interior’s Northeast Climate Adaptation Science Center, stationed at the
University of Massachusetts
Amherst.
“We want to reach out to the
public and really engage peo-

ple in this effort,” Curtis said.
“(Climate change) is an existential crisis for the globe.
“It’s very real and it’s happening now,” he added. “It’s
not something that’s off in the
far future. It’s happening now.”
The workshops include
“Homeowner Strategies for

Classifieds
Comics
Local
Nation
Obituaries
Opinion
Puzzles
Sports
Talk of the Towns

B5-6
B7
A3-5
A2, B8
A2
A6
B5
B1-5
A4

SEE FORUM A8
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proud of our committed and doors. It’s a challenge, but
Reach Anita Fritz at
diligent teaching staff who, ev- they do it.”
Roberts said that once stu- 413-772-0261, ext. 269 or
eryday,
make a difference in
Greenfield Recorder
- 02/04/2020
our students’ lives. They do a dents start at The Literacy afritz@recorder.com.

Carnival

Vigil

FROM A1
but it’s inside. At the Greenfield Winter Carnival, when the weather cooperates, collectors
can give snowmobile rides around Beacon
Field. That part didn’t happen this year due to a
lack of snow.
The appeal of old snowmobiles is similar to
old cars and motorcycles, Ruddy said; part of
the fun is repairing the old machines and doing
the regular maintenance that, in more modern
designs, is automated with computers. Ruddy
said he’s been interested in vintage snowmobiles for about 10 or 15 years. He started with a
bit of mechanical knowledge, but he mostly
learned as he went.
The 1960s through the ‘80s are the most collectable period for snowmobiles because of the
variety of their designs. Like with cars from
that period, they are less sleek than today’s
machines, and more interesting to look at;
their bodies were obviously not designed by
computer for aerodynamic efficiency. Even the
colors were more interesting.
Today there are only four major manufacturers of snowmobiles, but back then there
were many more, according to Ruddy. Some

Reducing Carbon Footprint,”
“Forestland Management and
Wildlife Impacts in a Changing
Climate,” “Moving Toward
Net Zero or Zero Energy
Buildings” and “Climate Resiliency for Farmers.” Curtis
explained climate resiliency
as avenues the planet’s population can take to endure the
stresses of climate change and
the problems it creates, such
as an increase in severe
storms and flooding. He said
Tropical Storm Irene in 2011
resulted in a vicious flood in
Deerfield.
At a Jan. 21 meeting, Selectboard Chair Trevor McDaniel and member Carolyn
Shores Ness urged their fellow
residents to attend.
“I’ve been amazed at how
much climate change has really come into the forefront
and how strongly we need to
pay attention, even if you just
look at what’s going on in Australia right now,” McDaniel
said, referring to the devastating wildfires, strengthened by
a prolonged drought, that have
killed at least 28 people and
Copyright � 2020 Greenfield Recorder 02/04/2020
million
animals. “We’ve got
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California fires, we’ve got all

Vintage snowmobiles.
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companies that manufactured motors for other
uses would sell snowmobiles also: there was a
John Deere-branded snowmobile on display on
Sunday. The different brands started buying
one another out in the late ‘70s, Ruddy said,
and by the end of the ‘80s, there were only a few
left.
Among the six Ruddy brought to Greenfield
on Sunday was one of his personal favorites: a
white Yamaha, estimated to have been built in
1968 or ‘69. It is one of only two of that model
known to exist now, he said.
Ruddy found it while buying a different vintage snowmobile. That happens sometimes, he
said: you can get lucky if you know what you’re
looking for. In this case, the seller knew what
he had, and charged appropriately.
“But how do you price something like that?”
he said.
ister in advance by calling the
Deerfield Selectboard Office
at 413-665-1400, ext. 111, or by
sending an email to patk@
town.deerfield.ma.us.
The
town needs an accurate tally
for guests to properly prepare
the free lunch provided.
Reach Domenic Poli at:
dpoli@recorder.com or
413-772-0261, ext. 262.

LOTTERIES
MIDDAY — 9-8-1-4
E VENING — 2-7-5-8
MASS CASH — 18-19-20-21-23
LUCKY FOR LIFE — 2-9-34-36-48; Lucky Ball: 13

MINI
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Tired of waiting to have
those trees removed?

For prompt, reliable service & free estimates.

ALSO AVAILABLE: FIREWOOD

Call JIM’S TREE SERVICE
for best prices ~ 774-7590
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

PVRS SPORTS BOOSTERS
3rd Annual Trivia Night
Sat. Feb 8, 6pm – 10pm
Montague Elks Club
1 Elk Ave, Turners Falls
NE-314438
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thoughtful and do as much as
possible to mitigate impacts
and make sure that … this
continues to be a desirable
place to live.”
Curtis explained the forum
is being funded by a Municipal
Vulnerability
Preparedness
grant from the Massachusetts
Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs.
Residents are asked to reg-

-236119
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