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By KAYLA BAILLARGEON

L ast year, I joined local non-
profit Community Legal Aid
as a parent advocate for the

o r g a n i z a t i o n’s Family Preserva-
tion Project, an innovative initia-
tive which provides legal support
to families who are involved with
the Department of Children &
Families (DCF) for poverty-related
reasons rather than issues of
abuse or neglect.

Across our country, traumatic
family separations are used to ad-
dress problems, such as housing
instability, that would better be
solved by connecting families with
support and resources. According
to Human Rights Watch, every
three minutes a child is removed
from their home and placed in the
foster care system and one in
three children in the United States
will be part of a child welfare in-
vestigation by age 18. Many of the
parents who lose custody of their
children had been foster children
themselves.

The goal of Community Legal
Aid’s Family Preservation Project
is to prevent a child’s unnecessary
removal from the home. Our team,
which also includes an attorney
and a case manager, works collab-
oratively with DCF to refine and
reduce the scope of DCF’s con-
cerns while helping families over-
come problems such as housing
instability and financial insecurity,
which are often the reason that
DCF becomes involved with a fam-
ily. As a parent advocate, my role
is to engage in ongoing communi-
cations with DCF, empower par-
ents, and develop a trusting rela-
tionship with families.

My passion for this work was
born out of my own experience
with DCF.

My story began in early 2016,
when my three young children
were removed from my home.
That began a five-year journey to
reunite my family. Through the
long, complicated, and invasive
process of proving myself to be a
worthy parent, there were people
who provided me with support,
guidance, and advocacy, and
helped me learn to successfully
advocate for myself and my chil-
dren. None of them, however, had
been in my shoes. None had felt
the fear, shame, and embarrass-
ment that I had felt about having
my children taken from my cus-
tody. None knew how hard it was
to see my own children in the
homes of strangers, or to maintain
a strong relationship with my chil-
dren when DCF reduced my fam-
ily time. None understood how all-
consuming the process could be,
and how at times it became a
struggle to continue. At the time, I
wished I had someone by my side
who understood all these things.
Now, I want to be that person for
others, and that is why I am a par-
ent advocate.

With the support of my partner
and my church community, and
with faith in myself, I was finally
able to reunite with my kids. Each
one has been affected differently
by our separation. We each con-
tinue to heal in different ways, and
my kids have begun to thrive in
their own unique ways. Some of
my healing has been to use my ex-
perience to help others, which I
am proud to do.

June is Family Unification
Month, a time when we honor the
families who have been able to re-
unify. It also serves to bring atten-
tion to the importance of prevent-
ing removals and separations
whenever possible and keeping
families intact through advocacy,
supports, and services. Celebrat-
ing family unification means hon-
oring parents and their communi-
ties of support who fight tirelessly
every day to keep their families in-
tact.

To learn more about Commu-
nity Legal Aid’s Family Preserva-
tion Project, or to see if you are eli-
gible for help, visit w w w. c o m m u -
nitylegal.org.

Kayla Baillargeon, is a parent
advocate at Community Legal
Aid in Worcester. Community Le-
gal Aid also has offices in Spring-
field, Pittsfield, Greenfield, Fitch-
burg and Northampton.

Ke e p i n g
fa m i l i e s

intact takes
advo c a cy,
re s o u rce s

MY TURN

By SKIAN MCGUIRE

E ven though I have lived in the Pioneer Val-
ley for almost 40 years and have long been
a student of Emily Dickinson’s poetry, yes-

terday was my first visit to the Dickinson
Homestead in Amherst.

It’s a wonderful resource, and the museum
has done a great job of restoration to give us an
idea of the environment from which Dickinson
drew much of her inspiration. The tour guides
were excellent, and I especially enjoyed the tour
of The Evergreens, where our guide Thack-
eray ’s encyclopedic knowledge and deep love for
the place made the tour the highlight of my
visit.

Only one thing was lacking. According to the
Dickinson Electronic Archives, a daguerreotype
was discovered in 1995 that appears to show
Emily Dickinson and her friend Catherine
(Kate) Scott Turner; the Emily in this picture is
a grown woman of 29, healthy, strong, and confi-
dent, dressed slightly unfashionably for her
time, in a dark color — not the legendary white
of her reclusive years — with her arm around

her companion. This image is so different from
one we have all seen, of a 16-year-old, skinny,
pimpled teenage girl, it gives us a much better
idea of the woman we know from her work: ec-
centric, yes, but empowered by her eccentricity
to transform the poetic canon for centuries after
her death in 1886, when nearly all of her more
than 1,700 poems were still unpublished.

According to the Amherst College Library
website, the newly discovered image became
known to Archives and Special Collections staff
in 2007; it is now in the possession of the New
York State Historical Society. There is much evi-
dence to support the identification of Emily
Dickinson in the daguerreotype, especially the
Susan Pepin Report, which compares the new
image to the known image of Emily as a girl.
The report, relating details of the unique asym-
metries of the facial features shared by the pic-
tures from 1847 and 1859, concludes convinc-
ingly that these women “are the same people.”

I asked why the only image available at the
Dickinson museum is of the sickly teenage
Emily, whose poetry was still unwritten. I was

told that they are not permitted to use the im-
age because it has not been authenticated. A
video about this discovery was posted on
YouTube 12 years ago, and I would like to know
why this authentication has not yet taken place.
It seems to me that the biometrics alone —
measurements acceptable by American courts
as evidence in criminal cases — should make
the case for its inclusion in the historical record.
Is there some reason — perhaps financial? —
for the conservators of this literary estate not to
make this image public at the museum itself? If
it is a lack of funds, why have donors not been
enlisted to conclude the process? Or might
there be some investment in keeping Emily pa-
thetic and tragic, permanently trapped in the
equivalent of a high-school yearbook picture?

I would like more details from Amherst Col-
lege. Would the people in charge of this project
want to be remembered forever as high school
sophomores? Can’t the grown up Emily, in the
full flower of adulthood, be the one we think of
when we read her powerful words?

Skian McGuire lives in Warwick.

The image of Emily Dickinson
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By MIK MULLER

A s it happens every year, the
Greenfield Recreation Depart-
ment hosts the annual July 4

fireworks; this event is funded by do-
nations and fundraising, not by the
city budget. The cost is about
$18,000. Our fundraising events this
year have included indoor mini-golf
in April and a Cornhole Tournament
in May. We are grateful for the gen-
erous sponsorship from local busi-
nesses, and participation from the
community. Our June fundraiser is
put on by the Friends of Greenfield
Recreation.

Please join us at the Greenfield
Elk’s Lodge (3 Church St) on Thurs-
day, June 26, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. for a
fundraising evening of Trivia with a

Twist: “TRIPLE TRIVIA!”
Three categories: Movies, Music,

and Motoring! Three answers to
each question: What, Who, and
When! Three times the fun: Food,
Drinks, Cash prize!

How it works: There are three
trivia categories, each with nine
questions spanning the decades of
the 2010s back to the 1930s. Each
question has three answers: what,
who, when.

Teams get one (1) point for each
correct answer, for a maximum of 3
points per question. Most teams will
get the “what,” some teams will get
the “who,” few will get the “when.”
The highest total score possible for
the game is 81. Each question will
have a two-minute timer before mov-

ing on to the next question.
For instance, if the trivia question

was Music in the 1960s: “Name the ti-
tle song from the Beatles’ ground-
breaking ‘concept album’ that is
named after a fictional quartet;
which band member wrote and sang
lead on that song; and what year was
it originally released,” the correct
three answers are at the end of this
letter. Before you look, see if you can
think of the three correct answers.

Answers: (what) Sgt Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band, (who) Paul
McCartney, (when) 1967. Got ‘em all
right? That’s 3 points!

We are accepting up to six people
per team, with an entry fee of $20 per
person. There will be a cash prize of
$100 for the winning team. Because

some of the questions go all the way
back to the 1930s, having a wide age
group would work best for your team.
There will be dinner available for
purchase, and a cash bar for drinks.
Come dressed up for July 4th for ex-
tra fun. Doors open at 5 p.m.. Make
sure to get to the Elk’s lodge early to
secure your table and order your
food. The fun commences at 5:30
p.m.

Thank you to the BPOE Green-
field Elks 1296 for donating their hall
for this event!

Mik Muller is the chair of the
Friends of Greenfield Recreation, a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization
that raises funds to help the Recre-
ation Department.
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L E TT E R S
No ‘dark money’ in Wendell

The My Turn column “Getting renewable en-
ergy, battery storage right” (Recorder, June 19)
was signed by the president of the Alliance for Cli-
mate Transition. This writer is a registered lobby-
ist for that organization and also president of New
England Clean Energy Connect, which is develop-
ing a multi-million-dollar deal with the Canadian
utility Hydro-Quebec to sell hydroelectric power to
distribution companies in Massachusetts.

This lobbyist states in the column that citizen
groups like No Assault & Batteries in Wendell are
“fighting renewable energy across the board.
Though they may appear ‘organic,’ they ’re fre-
quently coordinated and funded by dark money, and
they don’t always reflect the full voice of a commu-
n i t y. ”

There is no “dark money” in Wendell. No As-
sault & Batteries has raised $7,000 from 120 local
donors to support the town’s battery bylaw, ap-
proved in Town Meeting by a vote of 100 to 1 last
year. At annual Town Meeting this year, another
$5,000 was approved by near-unanimous vote to
uphold the town’s battery bylaw in court. No As-
sault & Batteries represents these voters.

Column on slavery, Black
experience spoke the truth

Thank you columnist Tolly M. Jones for your
important My Turn,” Free-ish since 1865”
[Recorder, June 18]. So much truth is spoken in
this piece, it should be required reading for all
white people. This country was built on genocide
and slavery, yet this actual truth is not taught.
Racism by erasure.

The Texas Board of Education Standards over-
saw the printing of history text books citing
states’ rights as the main cause of the Civil War,
with a scant mention of slavery. There was no
mention of systematic racism, no mention of the
Ku Klux Klan, no mention of the Jim Crow laws.
Enslaved Africans were referred to as “workers”
or as part of an “involuntary relocation.” This ly-
ing, this hideous whitewashing of the brutality of
slavery sickens me.

And it’s not just in the south where lies are
taught and the truth is omitted. I went to a big, in-
tegrated New York high school. Was I taught
about the Tulsa Race Massacre? No. Was I taught
about the centuries of slavery in the North? No.
Was I taught how the formerly enslaved routinely
had their land stolen? No. Was I taught how Black
people couldn’t safely travel in the U.S.? No. Was
I taught how white people stole Indigenous peo-
ples’ land? No. I could go on.

Black genius built this country and they didn’t
get paid, but they made white people rich. Repa-
rations are owed. A reckoning is way overdue.

DEBBIE KATES
Greenf ield

Board members of the Alliance for Climate
Transition, including its president, are highly paid
officials of the solar and battery industry who hire
and serve as lobbyists to pursue their agenda on
Beacon Hill and in Congress.

They represent no community voices when
they speak. They believe their money does all
their talking for them.

CHRISTOPHER QUEEN, COURT DORSEY, LAUREL
FACEY, NINA KELLER, AL NORMAN, BILL STUBBLE-

FIELD, NO ASSAULT & BATTERIES COORDINATING
COMMIT TEE

We n d el l

lindabyrne
Rectangle


