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Finding new ways
to lift spirits

H ere are brief thoughts on recent happenings in
Franklin County and the North Quabbin region.

Getting egg-cited
Easter weekend has now come and gone, without the usual

fanfare. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the WHAI and
Bear County radio stations didn’t host their usual Easter egg
hunt, nor did the Montague Parks & Recreation Department
host its EGGstravaganza.

But that didn’t stop local organizers from brainstorming
ways for children to have fun, while still practicing safe social
distancing. While the radio stations offered a virtual Easter
egg hunt, the Greenfield Recreation Department encouraged
residents to display colored paper eggs in their windows for
passersby to spot, and the Montague Parks & Recreation De-
partment arranged for Peter Cottontail to travel through
town, waving to residents from his “special Cottontail-mo-
bile.”

“People are looking for creative and fun things to do while
maintaining social distancing,” Greenfield Recreation Direc-
tor Christy Moore commented. “Life is still happening, just in
a different way right now.”

“We can’t let this weekend and the spirit of the season, so to
speak, come and go without doing anything,” agreed Mon-
tague Parks & Recreation Director Jon Dobosz.

We thank these organizers for coming up with new, safe
ways to celebrate as we navigate these unprecedented times,
and hope everyone who participated felt the spirit of the sea-
son. And, if you’re still itching to hunt for eggs, stay tuned, as
Dobosz said his department still plans to hold the EGGstrava-
ganza at some point in the summer.

Recognizing dogs’ potent ial
Speaking of having fun while practicing social distancing,

there’s a group of dogs that are doing just that while putting
smiles on the faces of residents at Charlene Manor Extended
Care in Greenfield.

When Shelburne resident Jackie Walsh, whose mother-in-
law used to live in Charlene Manor, heard that the residents
are being instructed to stay inside as a COVID-19 precaution,
she wanted to do something to brighten the mood there. So
Walsh and some of her friends have taken to walking their
dogs outside the facility on Sundays, also interacting with res-
idents to whatever extent possible through their windows.

“I know people really miss their families but also their
pets,” she said. “It’s not ideal. It would be great if we could
bring them in. But it’s a little bit of a diversion.”

As a newsroom that is quite accustomed to having canine
visitors — including photographer Paul Franz’s dog, our offi-
cial newshound, Dixie — we are very familiar with the power
that dogs have to brighten a tough day. Kudos to Walsh and
her friends for recognizing dogs’ positive influence on our
moods, and for tapping into that power during these trying
times. While the circumstances that surround us tend to in-
cite fear and frustration, everyone could use a reason to
smile.

By JUDITH J. WAGNER

Usually “20/20” measures vi-
sual acuity or refers to regret in
hindsight. Now we live in 2020,
surrounded by evidence of how
to transform our society to re-
spond to pandemics and other
threats to our existence, includ-
ing global warming.

Five crucial action areas are
visible: health, economy, educa-
tion, environment, democracy.
Years of disinvestment in these
areas — for ideology, to bolster
profits and power for a few, or
out of indifference — leave us
hugely vulnerable to threats like
pandemics or climate disasters.

For health, let’s build a full-
coverage system for everyone,
publicly funded and adminis-
tered. It doesn’t matter what we
call it. The radical change is re-
moving profit — no one should
profit from another’s illness or
need for life-saving medicine. It
means restructuring, but
clearly we need many more
health care professionals at all
levels. The health system must
include research, modeling,
projections and preparations for
emergencies without people
profiting from or patenting solu-
tions. And, yes, our government
should hold stockpiles of funda-
mental supplies, including
foods, to be fairly distributed
during crises.

Job losses these past weeks
reveal the huge instability of
current economic structures.
The job market has been bifur-
cated into high-end technology
jobs and low-end service jobs.
The once-solid middle of manu-
facturing and constructing was
exported to cheap-labor loca-
tions — more profit for a few, in-
security for the many. Globaliza-
tion requires wastefulness from
redundant transport, extra pol-
lution and excess energy con-
sumption. If Chinese factories
burn coal to produce cheap
products for chain stores, we

d o n’t notice, but the planet does.
Strung-out supply chains are
hugely vulnerable to disruption
whether by climate disasters or
illness. Rebalancing jobs and
production to concentrate on
fundamental needs — food,
housing, clothing and resilience
— restores jobs and adds secu-
rity. Now global warming be-
comes central: initiating mas-
sive government-supported pro-
jects to insulate all buildings;
add solar, wind and battery ca-
pacity; and build micro grids for
community-owned energy man-
agement will create thriving job
markets immediately. Re-
silience efforts — flood protec-
tion, storm drains, roadways,
public transit, bridges, internet
and other infrastructure compo-
nents — round out a strong em-
ployment plan.

Our public school system has
been hollowed out, while knowl-
edge and expertise are deni-
grated, reducing public ability
to seek and evaluate informa-
tion. We also see the limits of
online teaching. Ask any school
kid about their recent experi-
ence. Still, given potential epi-
demics (this is not the last), we
need to recraft our education
system for distance learning.
Year-round school might be nec-
essary to provide in-person
classes or distance learning as
conditions require. Significant
investment in technology and
our staff and teachers is urgent.

Environment is key to surviv-
ing pandemics. We must reduce
fuels that pollute sky, water and
earth with carbon, oil residues
or radiation. It is madness to re-
duce vehicle efficiency, increase
oil production or subsidize pol-
luting industries. Air quality
alone, in an era of lethal lung
disease, requires the shift from
profit for few to health for the
m a n y.

We have the science and
technology to reinvent truly
necessary products. We need

the discipline to forego point-
less products causing persis-
tent pollution, trash and toxicity
to make, use or dispose of.
Farmers need strong support
emphasizing carbon-smart
techniques yielding food while
protecting the earth. Mas-
sachusetts food producers are
reinventing themselves to feed
people while we need physical
distance, creating systems for
the future.

Our democracy is hugely
stressed by surreptitious efforts
to usurp citizen rights. The pan-
demic lays bare our vulnerabil-
ity to manipulation, delay, dis-
traction or disenfranchisement.
Universal ballot-by-mail, prohi-
bition of gerrymandering, vastly
stronger election protections
and revising the electoral col-
lege are key. Every citizen has a
role to play.

The pandemic is a crisis and
a doorway. With foresight in
2020 we can begin the great
work of current generations: re-
make these four systems, while
addressing another fearsome
threat — global warming.

Three principles guide all ac-
tion: Fair, care, share. If all pay
a fair share, there are enough
resources to reorganize these
systems and more. Corpora-
tions and individuals who shirk
taxes turn their backs on their
families, their neighbors and
the country and planet that sup-
port their accumulation of
wealth.

If we care for each other —
even the least capable, willing,
or understanding — we all ben-
efit. If we share our ambitions
for security, comfort, beauty,
participation and worthiness, all
benefit and can contribute.
From the myriad examples of
kindness and valor during the
pandemic emerge the buds of
new options. 2020 foresight
points the way.

Judith J. Wagner is a resident of
Northfield.
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Coping at this
difficult time

Thank you, Andy Castillo, for
your recent article “Coping in a
pandemic.” I also want to give a
“shout out” to the Recorder for two
recent “My Turn” columns: Mary
Kociela from the DA’s office on sup-
ports for people experiencing do-
mestic violence and Sam Staelens,
from the Franklin County and
North Quabbin Children’s Advo-
cacy Center, on child abuse.

The Recorder is addressing is-
sues important to our community. I
want to add a couple more
thoughts about coping during this
difficult time.

First, it’s important that we
bring our focus to the things we
can control (like washing our
hands) instead of expending en-

ergy on what is out of our control
(whether someone else washes
their hands). By putting our energy
where we can make a difference,
we will feel greater satisfaction as
opposed to the frustration and
anger that comes from focusing on
things we can’t do anything about.

The other suggestion is to take
time to notice how you’re feeling
and accept and allow whatever you
find. We can expect a myriad of
emotions right now — all of which
are normal responses to an ex-
traordinary time. Seek comfort
from others and know the emotions
will resolve more easily when you
d o n’t resist or deny them.

Thank you for this opportunity
to share my thoughts and I wish ev-
eryone wellness.

JACKIE HUMPHREYS, LICSW
Mont ague

EDITORI AL

Readers Write
Alienat ion

Dale Moss (Letter April 4) criti-
cizes and insults Trump for his
handling of the Coronavirus, and he
insults anyone who supports
Trump. I am sorry that people I
might agree with use language that
alienates other people, even those I
d o n’t agree with.

We all have neighbors who
strongly disagree with us, but we
do not need to alienate them. No
matter what we think of our politi-
cians from president on down, we
need to respect them, and their
supporters. We are all human, and
we need each other to survive.

SHERRILL HOGEN
Char lemont

Readers Write
Thanks from
the Bernardston Kiwanis

Just a quick note of thanks to all
of the people involved with the
Bernardston Kiwanis Club
“Chicken-Pot-P ie” (To-Go) Dinner!
To start: The United Church came
through again for us with allowing
the use of their facility when it
would’ve been easy to say no. Also,
to Health Department Director
Randy Crosier for going over proto-
col and regulations and extending
permission for such an event.

To the people that waited in line
(starting at 3:30) with smiles and
words of encouragement. We hope
everyone was happy with their meal.
Unfortunately to those who didn’t
get one, sorry. We ran out after serv-
ing 270 meals, and we could’ve done
another 200 more, easy.

To the Plainville Farm in Hadley
for providing the squash, Russ
Deane for making our 6-foot paddle,
Bob Deane Excavating and Mass.
Highway for cones and barrels. The
Police Department for helping with
traffic, all our delivery drivers and a
special visitor whom brought carna-
tions to hand out.

To Joel Cole for putting this event
together and the rest of the Kiwanis
Club members, and lastly to all the
media personnel for getting the
word out. We couldn’t have done all
this without all the help we received.

Thanks again.

DAN DEVINE
Bernardston Kiwanis Club President

Consider the results
My Dad said that “one and one are

two.” Businesses with many cus-
tomers, because of the coronavirus,
need help. Landlords, who have good
business tenants, could consider
transferring one or more current
rental payments to Thanksgiving, De-
cember, or Easter or July 4. These
specific times generate more buying
and customer relations.

If a landlord has a good client, he/
she may or may not want the business
to fail. Sacrifice was imminent in the
1930s, during the Depression. Many
people don’t remember how Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt made jobs,
so  people would earn money and
spend and start up the economy. At
that time, the economy all but
stopped. People were not working and
had no money to spend.

Please consider the results if one
starts to help another.

I am not a business person, but I
heard that if a business fails, their re-
placement charges more to protect
them from possible failure.

This is a just a thought, but don’t
wait too late. There could be other
remedies also. Good luck to find
something that works for you. Thank
you for your attention.

LEW LACHANCE
Greenf ield
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