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EDITORIAL

Skate park would
provide excellent
outlet for exercise,
artistic expression

G

reenfield did it once. Can it do it again? About a
decade ago, largely through the persistence of
volunteer supporters like Mary Cohn, the town
built a skate park that became home turf to many of the
sport’s young local enthusiasts. But the park was closed
and its plywood ramps dismantled in 2010 when the
Olver Transit Center was built on the site off Olive and
Hope streets.
Attempts to find a replacement home for skateboarders faded — until now. A coalition of town leaders and
community activists has found a new location and
promises to find the money needed.
“All the kids that are in here and many more have
been skateboarding around town in places that they
probably shouldn’t be, but they need to exercise and
have creative outlets, as well,” Recreation Director
Christy Moore told a public meeting convened to discuss plans for a new skate park.
The town and nonprofit Greening Greenfield are applying for an ArtPlace America grant to help fund a $1.1
million park on a piece of town-owned land on Beacon
Street near the middle school.
“Our main goal was to find a place that is in the heart
of downtown so everyone can have easy access to it,”
Moore said.
Recently, the town
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would have to be safely removed. So, the park plan
would repurpose a brownfield site and revitalize a
blighted area.
The project is estimated to cost $1.1 million and
would be paid through a combination of grants, state
funding and private donations. Greenfield has applied
for a $500,000 ArtPlace grant on the assumption the
park would have an artwork component.
Moore said the design could incorporate artwork in
the park’s various features, as well as a graffiti wall
where kids would have the freedom to paint and draw
whatever they choose.
Susan Worgaftik of Greening Greenfield said even if
the town doesn’t receive the grant, that funding will still
be sought for the project.
It’s good to see volunteers committed to this project
again, and joined by the town’s recreation department.
That teamwork helps remove the unfair sense that
skate parks invite crime, which has concerned some of
the proposed park’s would-be neighbors.
Several abutters attended the meeting to voice concern the project might be noisy and pose a vandalism
threat to nearby Brown Motors.
We hope the sport, which gives young people a
healthy outlet for their energy, has outgrown this
stigma. The only significant infraction we remember at
the old park, which was located next door to Recorder
offices, was enthusiasts sneaking in after hours.
Ben Miner, a longtime skateboarding enthusiast, said
society has criminalized skateboarding for years by not
building the proper facilities for those interested in the
sport, leaving skateboarders no other choice than to
skate on whatever curbs or rails they can find.
Mckenzie Webb, who lives on Grove Street abutting
Hillside Park, said it’s remarkable how much her neighborhood changed after the community came together to
revitalize their park.
“There are so many kids over there just today playing. The drugs, the drinking, the homeless, everything
has disappeared,” she said, adding, “I feel like the skate
park could probably do the same for your area.”
We agree with those who say that a well-designed
park would be a good reuse of a vacant, blighted property and become another recreational asset to the
town.
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MY TURN

Textile recycling is easy, reduces
By JAN AMEEN and JANINE GREAVES

fessionals as an example of reuse.
But what does one do with
stained or worn-out clothing that’s
no longer wanted? All of it can be
deposited in a textile collection container, such as those from Salvation
Army. What happens to the not-soperfect items? They get sorted and
sold to companies that make industrial wiping rags, automotive carpet,
carpet backing and other products.
The best kept secret, though, is
that along with your old coat or Tshirts you can recycle shoes, belts,
gloves, bedding, towels, pillows,
stuffed animals and fabric scraps.
That’s only a partial list of what is
accepted by textile collection organizations. Visit: http://bit.ly/
2rwCK2q for the full list. Your items
don’t have to be in perfect condition,
either. They can be torn, faded,
stained, missing buttons or have
broken zippers. However, they can’t
be moldy, wet or oily. Those things
need to go into the trash or they
contaminate whole mounds of recyclable material.
So where can you bring your textiles for reuse and recycling? The
following town transfer stations
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Memorial Day is the time for all
Americans to honor those who
served their country for the ideals
we cherish today. Stop a moment
and honor the brave men and
women who gave their lives for others.
Parents, teach your children the
true meaning of Memorial Day. Veterans, march or ride in your Memorial Day parade as a show of respect
by the living in remembrance of
those who gave their all in the defense of our nation.

field Public Library: 1. “America, a
Patriotic Primer” by Lynne Cheney;
2. “Band of Brothers: E Co. 506 Regiment, 101st Airborne” by Stephen
Ambrose; 3. “The Agony and the Ecstasy ” by Erving Stone; 4. “Alexander Hamilton” by Ron Chernow; 5.
“A Connecticut Yankee in King
Arthur ’s Court” by Mark Twain; 6.
“Captain Horatio Horn-Blower” by
C.S. Forester; 7. “Building Liberty, A
Statue is Born” by Serge Hocham; 8.
“The Declaration of Independence”
by Brendel Frasin; 9. “The Greatest
Generation” by Tom Brokaw; 10.
“Gone With the Wind” by Margaret
Mitchell; 11. “Main Street and Babbitt” by Sinclair Lewis.
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“T

extile” is a word more often used in past eras
when textile mills were
common in the Northeast and
shops sold a variety of cloth material for do-it-yourself sewing. In
2017, the term is actually fairly
common in the recycling industry
because textiles include a variety
of items that can be diverted from
the trash and reused or recycled.
According to the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Massachusetts residents throw away 230,000 tons of
textiles each year and approximately 95 percent of that amount
could be reused or converted to
other items. There is a great desire
to capture some of that wasted material and get it into the recycling
system.
Most people know that local
thrift stores and consignment shops
will take clothes that are in good
condition and can be resold. This is
a great option for keeping these
items out of the trash and is
heartily supported by recycling pro-
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Readers Write
Remember what
Memorial Day is about

One way to get people
excited about reading

Exquisite theater
experience in Greenfield

What books have you read that
you would recommend to others?
With your input, you could help others to find good books. Before television, people used to read books; now,
we get a lot of information from TV
and computers.
You can help — just copy the following list, review and note “R” for
recommend or “N” for No way. Print
your selection that you would recommend, drop it off or mail it to Greenfield Public Library, 402 Main St.,
Greenfield MA 01301. Thanks. Adults
only, please. Greenfield Public Library uses the Dewey-decimal System. Biography is filed by subject;
fiction is filed by author; U.S. history
is filed under 974.
Here is a suggested list at Green-

My wife and I went to see
“Jacque Brel is Alive and Well and
Living in Paris” recently at the
Hawks & Reed Performing Arts
Center, formerly the Arts Block. We
have lived in Greenfield for 40 years
and have had many wonderful experiences in town, but I must say that
the Silverthorne Theater’s performance was one of the best things
we’ve seen here, or for that matter,
anywhere.
The acting and singing was simply excellent — moving and thrilling,
and caused us to grin, smile, laugh
and hold back tears. The music, to
my ears anyway, was perfect and
was an added dimension to the fine
work of the actors. The direction and
production was seamless, creative
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