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Highland Pond ice skating could be very pricey
By DAN DESROCHERS
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — Could
the prospect of ice skating on
Highland Pond be on thin
ice?
The city is continuing to
mull the possibility of bringing
back city-maintained skating
on the pond, which could provide a nostalgic experience
and a location for outdoor
hockey in the winter. However,
it could come at a cost because the pond needs dredging, and city officials must determine what that cost could
be and if it is affordable.
“We’re at the phase of determining all the challenges,”
At-Large City Councilor Isaac
Mass said.
These challenges were
raised during a Community
Relations
and
Education

Committee meeting Monday,
where Mass said roughly two
dozen residents had come to
show their support for restoring Highland Pond ice skating, which was last available
decades ago.
“It’s a cherished memory
of people who grew up in
Greenfield,” Mass said. “It’s
one of the first places they explored.”
However, the pond needs
dredging to be safe for ice
skating, according to Recreation Director Christy Moore.
And if the pond is to be
dredged, there are questions
of environmental permitting
and impact.
“It is an environmentally
sensitive area with fauna and
habitat,” Moore said.
In addition, the estimated
cost of such a project, including its permitting, isn’t yet
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Large, wet snowflakes fall on Highland Pond in Greenfield.
known, according to Mass. To
determine that estimate,
Mass said the City Council
may have to OK a study.
The city does have previous estimates for related pro-

jects, and those rose significantly between 1999 and 2009.
According to Recreation
Director Christy Moore, an
estimated cost for dredging,
construction and permitting

Vietnam vets to be honored Thursday
By DAN DESROCHERS
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — Residents will
have a chance to honor veterans of the
Vietnam War at Thursday’s Veterans
Recognition Day ceremony.
The ceremony, which begins at 11
a.m. at the Veterans Memorial Mall on
Main Street, will include guest speakers and a moment of silence, and will
be followed by a free lunch for veterans
at the Elks Club on Church Street.
The ceremony is being held to
honor the roughly 300 Vietnam-era veterans verified by the city, as well as the
six Greenfield residents who were
killed in action during the Vietnam
War, according to Tim Niejadlik, director of Franklin County Veterans Ser-

centage of veterans in the area are
Vietnam veterans.”
This year’s ceremony includes the
50th anniversary of the Tet Offensive
— where North Vietnam and Viet Cong
forces coordinated attacks on targets
in South Vietnam — one of the war’s
most significant military campaigns.
Guest speakers for the ceremony
will include Mayor William Martin, a
Vietnam veteran who served as a comRECORDER FILE PHOTO bat medic for the First Air Cavalry DiFrancis McMillan, a veteran of the U.S. vision Airmobile, and Ashfield resident
Army who served in Vietnam, stands at John Chadwick, whose brother Frank
attention with fellow veterans, Norman Chadwick died in the war, according to
Niejadlik.
Cousino, Tom Travis and Rick Clark.
For more information, including
confirming Vietnam-era veteran stavices.
“We’re trying to find a way to honor tus, you can call Franklin County Vetthem,” Niejadlik said. “The largest per- erans Services at 413-772-1571.

of such a project was $350,000
in 1999.
Then, when Department of
Public Works Engineer Larry
Petrin provided an estimate in
2002, the total was up to
$440,000. And again in 2009,
Petrin gave an updated estimate of $580,000, according to
Moore.
However, one hope is that
the cost could be less since
regular dredging of Leyden
Glen is now scheduled to occur and, according to Mass,
could make the equipment
available for Highland Pond’s
dredging.
And according to Moore,
the city could receive grants
for the project to reduce the
cost.
“Some of the grants you
have to have a match, some
have varying percentages,
some are federal, some are

state,” she said.
Moore also said that if the
support from the public is
large enough, then the project
could happen, even if the process takes time.
“I know it’s a sensitive
topic that everyone cares
about. I think with time...it will
move forward,” she said.
According to Mass, the
Community Relations and Education Committee is expected to discuss potential environmental issues of the project in its meeting April 23.
The city’s Conservation Agent
Sarah Brodeur and Director
of Planning and Development
Eric Twarog have been invited.
You can reach
Dan Desrochers at:
ddesrochers@recorder.com
413-772-0261, ext. 257

Erving
FROM B1
brary laptops.
■ Appropriation of $110,000 from Free Cash to purchase a
dump truck to replace one of the town’s trucks which has required multiple expensive repairs. The wait time for getting a
new truck is 10-12 months.
■ Authorize the Selectboard to put up traffic signs where
needed without bringing the issue to a special town meeting
each time. A tractor trailer exclusion for smaller roads was also
discussed, but the possibility is still being explored.
■ Authorize the Selectboard to appoint one associate member to the Planning Board.
■ Allow the Phase Growth bylaw to remain in effect until December 2023, which controls the growth of the town by limiting
the number of single family homes built.
Reach Christie Wisniewski at:
cwisniewski@recorder.com or
413-772-0261, ext. 280.

TALK OF THE TOWNS
Colrain
Closed for Season: Community Clothes Closet is now closed
and will reopen at the end of
March or the beginning of April.
However, donations of gently used
and clean clothing can still be
dropped off behind the First Baptist Church in Colrain, 81 Foundry
Village Road. If someone is in
need of clothing, or more information, they can call either Linda at
625-6157 or Sarah at 625-6169.

Find more listings
at bit.ly/2lZyaCY
Greenfield
Movie Screening: “Cause of
Death Unknown” will be shown
Friday from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the
Recovery Project Annex, 1 Osgood St. Filmmaker will be available afterwards for question and
answer session.

Shelburne Falls
Rescheduled Meeting: VFW
Post 8503 has rescheduled its
regular monthly meeting from
Sunday, April 1, to Sunday, April
8, at 9:30 a.m. because of the
Easter holiday. Officers will be
elected. All members are encouraged to attend this important meeting. For more information, call Tom Johnston at 423325-6154. Meeting is held at 19
Water St.

GREENFIELD PARKS & RECREATION NOTEBOOK
April Vacation Week: Sign up for may work independently, and we ask
a fun week of activities, games and that younger children participate
outdoor fun for your child in grades with the guidance of an adult partner.
kindergarten through 7. This pro- Canvasses will also be provided for
gram takes place at the Youth Center young artists interested in creating
on 20 Sanderson St. from Tuesday, an independent masterpiece. This
April 17, through Friday, April 20, event is free, but registration is refrom 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Early care is quired. Due to limited meters availavailable from 7:30 to 9 a.m. and late able, registered participants will be
care from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Walking field provided with one meter per group.
trips to Beacon Field and Federal Project begins Tuesday, Wednesday
Street School playgrounds. Lunch, and Thursday, May 1 to 3, 5 to 7 p.m.,
afternoon snack and drink must be at the Youth Center /Greenfield
sent with child. Morning snack pro- Recreation.
Swim Area Season Passes: Purvided. Registration deadline is April
3. $120 residents, $130 non-residents. chase or renew your season pass to
Summer Camp Registration the Green River Swimming and
Opens April 2: Be sure to register recreation area by May 1 to receive
early, as camp fills quickly. Registra- the early bird special of four free
tion must be completed and a $25 de- guest passes and a coupon for a free
posit per
camper per
session
is due Recorder
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Copyright
© 2018
Greenfield
at the time
of registration.
Forpm
more
Tee Ball: Tee Ball is for ages 5 to 7
March
28, 2018 2:34
(GMT +4:00)
information, visit: greenfieldrecre- (must be 5 at the start of the proation.com.
gram). Players will learn fundamenParking Meter Painting: In cel- tal skills and good sportsmanship

Buddy Baseball: Buddy Baseball begins Saturday, May 12, and
runs through June 23 from 9:30 to 11
a.m. at the Greenfield Middle School.
This program is for boys and girls
with disabilities, where each player
will have a peer buddy to assist with
skills the player cannot perform.
Buddies and coaches are needed for
this program. $25 residents, $35 nonresidents.
Start Smart Baseball: Start
Smart Baseball is for children 3 to 5
and teaches children the basic skills
necessary to play organized baseball
while spending time with their parents. All participants leave with their
own baseball kit. Tuesdays, May 15 to
June 19, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the
Greenfield swim area. $45 residents,
$55 non-residents.
Advance registration is required for
all programs unless otherwise
stated. A non-resident fee may ap-

THANK
YOU!
Special thanks to our radio sponsors,
WHAI 98.3 & Bear Country
95.3,
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for helping to make this exhibition

