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Good morning!
The dog days of August lead to the pigskin

days of autumn, and the West Virginia Moun-
taineers think their 23-year-old quarterback Will
Grier has the goods to win the Heisman Tro-
p h y.

In Chestnut Hill 100 miles from here, Boston
College has high hopes that sophomore running
back A.J. Dillon will be the the school’s first and
only Heisman winner since Doug Flutie in
1984.

Both Grier and Dillon were named presea-
son conference players of the year in the Big 12
and ACC, respectively.

Grier was born in Charlotte and played for
his father Chad Grier at nearby Davidson Day
School. The West Virgina media guide reports
that his junior year at Davidson, Grier threw for
837 yards and 10 touchdowns in a playoff game
against Harrells Christian.

Grier enrolled at Florida in 2014 and was red-
shirted. The following season, he started for
coach Will McElwain and the Gators were 6-0
and ranked eighth nationally. Then, he tested
positive for a banned supplement, was sus-
pended for six games and the Gators were
done.

Grier told Bleacher Report he bought the
substance at a Total Nutrition store in
Gainesville. “It’s nobody’s fault but mine,” he
said.

He never played another down and the
Gators finished 10-4 and were blown out of the
Citrus Bowl by Michigan.

After McElwain (who was fired in 2017) told
Grier, “I’m not giving you any guarantees,” he
transferred to WVU, sat out a season, and last
year threw 34 touchdown passes to get the pre-
viously unranked Mountaineers to 22nd in the
AP Top 25. They were 7-3 when he broke his
middle finger on his throwing hand against
Texas and missed the last three games — all
losses.

The Eagles no longer play WVU, but when
Mark Chmura played at Boston College, he said
the toughest place to play was Morgantown.
“Fifty-thousand hillbillies, just like they came
down out of Conway.”

Almost 30 years later, I dare use that quote.
Unlike Grier, the 20-year-old Dillon’s rise was

meteoric, but off the radar. He was born in New
London, Conn., and attended Lawrence
Academy at Groton off I-495 near Lowell. Dur-
ing his senior season, he was rated as the best
high school player in Massachusetts by ri-
vals.com with 12 touchdowns in four games, but
a leg injury knocked him out the rest of the sea-
son.

He had originally committed to Michigan,
but didn’t like the game plan in Ann Arbor and
left for home. A true freshman, injuries helped
him move up the depth chart until he broke out
in the seventh game of the season against
Louisville. Dillon ran for 252 yards and four
touchdowns to help BC pull off a 45-42 upset as
22-point underdogs.

Eagles coach Steve Addazio said on ESPNU
that the 6-foot, 240-pound Dillon is a wrecking
machine. “If he stays healthy, he’s gonna be a
Heisman Trophy guy.” 

By my count, 40 running backs and 33 quar-
terbacks have won the Heisman Trophy. Iowa’s
Niles Kinnick and Ohio State’s Les Hor-
vath are listed at both positions.

UMass fans got a look at Flutie in 1982 when
he quarterbacked BC to a 34-21 win at McGuirk
Alumni Stadium, and they’ll see Dillon when
UMass visits the Heights at 1 p.m. on Sept. 1.

It’s the game that may put him on the road to
the Heisman.

■

The Country Club of Greenfield will host the
Gary Stacy Memorial Scholarship Tournament
on August 23.

Stacy worked for the town of Amherst and
was involved in a plethora of athletic activities.
He was an MIAA sectional softball tournament
director, officiated college and high school
hoops, oversaw A-10 women’s basketball offici-
ating, and umpired college and high school
games.

If that wasn’t enough, he went on golf junkets
with his buddies and was known to play a hand
or two in Las Vegas.

He was 60 when he died a year ago in May.
The Four Person Scramble tees off two

weeks from Thursday at 12:30 p.m., and a $100
deposit is required by Aug. 11.

For more information call Scott Stacy at 413-
834-0968 or John Stacy at 413-522-1521.

■

“Is this new helmet rule gonna ruin the sea-
son for everybody?” Ed McCaffrey asked Sirius-
XM’s Bob Papa the other day. “Either they’re
going to ignore it and call it the way they’ve al-
ways called it, or we’re going to see flags and

Scouting two
j o h n ny- co m e -

l ate l i e s

CHIP AINSWORTH
KEEPING SCORE

SEE SC ORE D3

Familiar faces highlight 35th
Greenfield Lightlife Triathlon

35TH ANNUAL GREENFIELD TRIATHLON

By JASON BUTYNSKI
Staff writer

Participants in the field for
the 35th running of the Green-
field Lightlife Triathlon are go-
ing to get an opportunity to chal-
lenge themselves Sunday morn-
ing when competitors take off
swimming at the sound of the air
horn at the Green River Swim-
ming & Recreation Area on
Nash’s Mill Road in Greenfield.

As was the case one year ago,
this year’s field includes many re-
turning champions that other
triathletes will get an opportunity
to compete against in one of the
two courses. Three of the four in-
dividual champions from a year
ago return to try and tackle the
course that has made the first
Sunday in August a Mecca for
triathletes for three and a half
decades.

“This is the longest-running
triathlon in New England and we
are proud to have it in Green-
field,” said race director Christy
Moore.

The triathlon features two
races. The smaller course is
called the Sprint Division and
features a .31-mile swim, a 15.14-
mile bike and a 3.09 run, while the
longer course — known as the In-
ternational course — features a
.63-mile swim, a 30.28-mile bike

and a 7.09-mile run.
Both the men’s and women’s

Sprint welcome back last year’s
winners. The women’s race was
won by South Deerfield’s JoEllen
Reino, who captured her third
consecutive and fourth overall
w o m e n’s title last year when she
sprinted across the finish line in 1
hour, 18 minutes, 8.4 seconds to
beat Northampton’s Tara Strass-
burg, who was second in 1:19:51.

Both Reino and Strassburg re-
turn this season to lead the
w o m e n’s field. Reino became the
first-ever woman to win three
consecutive titles in the race, and
she tied a record set by Don
Dwight for the most all-time wins
in race history with four. She will
be looking to break that mark on
S u n d a y.

On the men’s side, Conway’s
Jay Gump unseated two-time de-

fending champion Dan Bensen of
Greenfield last season when he
raced across the finish line in
1:04:52. Gump made a little his-
tory of his own last season when
he won the Sprint as he also cat-
pured the International title in
2010, giving him wins in both
courses. He returns for another
shot at a title.

FILE PHOTOS
The Green River will be full of swimmers at the start of Sunday’s Greenfield Lightlife Triathlon at the Green River Swimming & Recreation
Area on Nash’s Mill Road in Greenfield. The race not only will draw over 300 competitors, it will also bring in a large contingent of well-
wishers and onlookers.

SEE TRI ATHLON D3

By DOUG ALDEN
Associated Press

BOSTON — Rick Porcello
pitched a one-hitter, Steve
Pearce homered for the
fourth time in two nights and
the Boston Red Sox beat the
New York Yankees 4-1 Friday
after manager Alex Cora’s
ejection to open a season-
high 7½-game lead in the AL
East.

Miguel Andujar’s leadoff
homer in the third was the
only hit allowed by Porcello
(13-4), who matched his sea-
son high with nine strikeouts
and walked none. He needed
only 86 pitches in his first
complete game this season.
Porcello got defensive back-
ing in the ninth when Jackie
Bradley Jr. made a leaping
grab at the center-field wall of
a Neil Walker drive for the
second out.

Cora was ejected one pitch
into the bottom of the first.
Porcello hit Brett Gardner
with an 0-2 pitch starting the
game, and New York’s Luis

Severino (14-5) answered
with a high-and-inside fast-
ball when Mookie Betts led off
the bottom half. Plate umpire
Adam Hamari warned both
dugouts, and Cora ran out to
argue.

Cora had barely made it to
the tunnel before Andrew
Benintendi doubled and
Pearce, who homered three
times Thursday, hit a two-run
drive. Eduardo Nunez added
an RBI single.

Severino (14-5) pitched 5 2/
3 innings, allowing four runs,
seven hits and three walks in
5 2/3 innings, dropping to 0-3
in his last four starts. New
York has lost three straight
games for only the second
time this year; Tampa Bay
swept the Yankees from June
22-24.

Mitch Moreland added an
RBI single in the fifth for
Boston, which has won six of
seven.

T R A I N E R’S ROOM
Yankees: RF Aaron Judge

Po rce l l o’s 1-hitter leads Red Sox
RED SOX 4, YANKEES 1

AP PHOTO
Red Sox starting pitcher Rick Porcello celebrates after pitching a one-
hitter against the Yankees Friday night as Boston defeated New York, 4-1
at Fenway Park in Boston.SEE RED SOX D3
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laundry all over the field.”
■

At Fenway Park one summer night in 1978,
reporters were lined up outside the Boston
locker room like anxious passengers waiting
to board a plane. A Red Sox official opened
the door, yelled something, and shut it.

“What’d he say?” I asked the guy next to
me.

He ignored me, but a voice from behind me
whispered. “Team meeting, another few min-
utes.”

It was Clark Booth, the extraordinary com-
mentator and reporter who worked at Chan-
nel 5 in Boston. We never spoke again, but I’ve
always remembered his courtesy. 

Booth died at his home in New Smyrna
Beach, Fla., this week. He was 79-years-old
and the Quincy Patriot Ledger reported he’d
done his own obituary. “It was a full life, and it
went by fast,” he wrote.

Vintage Booth, honest and to the point.
■

Mark Dennehy made the best of coaching
at Merrimack, but it wasn’t easy convincing
recruits to play in a rink the size of Green-
field’s. After the Warriors were swept out of
the quarterfinals by Boston College last
March, athletic director Jeremy Gibson fired
him. Dennehy was a popular assistant coach
at UMass under Don “To o t ” Cahoon, and at
Merrimack his career took a trajectory much
like what Cahoon’s path did in Amherst. 

Dennehy took over a hapless program, got
it to its first NCAA tournament, and went
down with the ship. He lasted 13 years in
North Andover, to Cahoon’s dozen in
Amherst, and both coaches had losing
records their last five seasons.

In May, the 50-year-old Dennehy was
named coach of the ECHL’s Wheeling Nailers,
but this week he left for the AHL to be the
new coach of the Binghamton Devils. “I’m
sorry my time in Wheeling was so short,” he

said in a Wheelers release.
Yeah right, who’d want to leave Wheeling?

■

SQUIBBERS: Bob Baffert burned out
Justify in less than a year. Was winning the
Triple Crown really worth it? Reminds me of
why they call the Iditerod the Ihurtadog. …
Hanley Ramirez is chilling with family in the
Dominican Republic, according a report on
the MLB Network. … You can set your clock
to the Tampa Bay Bucs schedule, as 15 of 16
games kick off at 1 p.m. …. The Wall Street
Journal reported that Mario Lemieux is sell-
ing his chateau on the shores of Lake Trem-
blant in Quebec for $22 million. … The Jour-
nal also reported that parents are hiring
coaches to help their children play Fortnite.
“Winning bestows the kind of bragging rights
that used to be reserved for the local Little
League champ,” wrote Sarah Needleman. …
Apologies to Dennis Cleary for failing to in-
clude him in last week’s roster of Lunt Silver
hockey players. The 6-foot-5 Cleary was a de-
fensive force who carried a mean stick on the
blue line. … Notre Dame has 15 returning
starters for its season opener against Michi-
gan on Sept. 1. … It took three minutes for
NESN’s Guerin Austin to say, “This place will
be like a playoff atmosphere tonight.” No it
w o u l d n’t. It’d look like a rainy atmosphere. …
Lookalikes: pitcher CC Sabathia and actor
Forest Whitaker. … On steamy summer
days, Red Barber would say, “It’s a hot one,
lots of fans in the stands.” … Set up the DVR
for Better Call Saul. The fourth season
starts Monday and the reviews have been
great. … After Thursday’s 15-7 blowout loss to
the Red Sox, two morning’s headlines were
“AS BAD AS IT YANKS” and “Red Sox Pum-
mel Yankees, Leaving no Mistake Unpun-
ished.” One was a New York Post headline,
the other the New York Times. Geeze, bet you
c o u l d n’t guess which was which.

Chip Ainsworth is an award-winning
columnist who has penned his observations
about sports for four decades in the Pioneer
Valley. He can be reached by email at
s p o r t s @ re c o r d e r. c o m .
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FILE PHOTO
Athletes compete in the bike portion of last year’s Greenfield Triathlon.

Bensen, a University of
Vermont graduate who com-
peted on the triathlon team at
the school is a three-time
champion with wins in 2012,
2015 and 2016. He was rele-
gated to third place last sea-
son with a time of 1:10:39 and
returns this season to try and
win his fourth crown.

Another person who will
join Reino in trying to break
the all-time wins record is
Hatfield’s Madeline Nagy, who
earned her fourth Interna-
tional women’s crown last
year when she finished in
2:42:56. Nagy won her first title
in 2002 and then won in 2013
and 2015. Nagy was nearly
four minutes faster than any
other woman last summer and
actually finished eighth over-
all.

The only division without
the defending champ return-
ing is the men’s International
Division, which was won by
Eric Kirouac of Williams-
burg, who cruised to a first-
place finish in 2:18:33 to best
the rest of the field by more
than three minutes.
Kirouac was not registered as
of Friday evening, leaving the
seat vacant. Carson Poe, of
Northampton, has been a
mainstay in the International
competition as he has used
the Greenfield Tri to warm up
for an Ironman Competition.
Poe was the two-time winner
going into last year’s race but
was unseated by Kirouac and
finished third. He also had not
yet registered for the race.

The race does include
some other interesting story-
lines. Northampton’s Win
Whitcomb is a two-time
champ in the Sprint in 2002
and 2004 and last year com-
peted in the International
where he took fifth. He returns

to the Sprint Division this sea-
son. Graham Rigby of Keene,
N.H. is back this season after
finishing fourth in the men’s
Sprint last year. Rigby won the
Sprint in 2005 and was the
quickest swimmer in the field
last season. Jennie Hansen of
Rochester, N.Y. set the all-
time women’s Sprint mark
with her time of 1:08:31 to win
the 2014 race, marking her
second Sprint title as she won
her first crown in 2010. Her
husband David Hansen cap-
tured the men’s Sprint crown
that season as well. Both are
registered this year although
each is going to tackle the In-
ternational course.

As of Friday evening, the
results of bacteria testing in
the Green River was all clear,
and organizers are optimistic
that the swimming portion of
the race will get the green
light.

The event was also cele-
brating some of its biggest
numbers ever. As of Friday,
332 competitors were regis-
tered. Online registration is
now closed, but anyone inter-
ested in still registering can
do so today from 4 to 6 p.m. at
the Swimming & Recreation
Area when race bags are
handed out. Last year’s event
drew 318 competitors, so that
number has already been
eclipsed.

Last summer, the triathlon
was preparing to deal with po-
tential bridge work on Nash’s
Mill Road, but the good news
for the race is that no con-
struction has begun, meaning
the original course is intact.
Now in the fourth year since
the return of the covered
bridge on Eunice Williams
Drive, the course looks like
this. Competitors begin near
the dam and swim against the
current. Swimmers emerge
from the water on the western
side of the playground and
head to the bicycle transition
area. Competitors exit the

area and take a left onto
Nash’s Mill Road. Riders head
up the hill and take a left onto
Leyden Road where they set
out for a long trip out to Eu-
nice Williams Drive, which
they turn left onto and cross
over the covered bridge. After
climbing the winding hill, rid-
ers head out onto Green River
Road and down to Plain Road
before heading left back onto
Nash’s Mill Road. The
Sprint riders do two laps,
while the International riders
do four laps.

After jumping off their
bikes, competitors gear up for
the final third of the race, the
run. The running course dif-
fers. The International com-
petitors run one lap of the
same course used for the bike,
but the Sprint runners exit
from the transition area and
take a right onto Nash’s Mill
and then right onto Colrain
Road. Runners go right at the
fork to merge onto Plain Road,
then take a left onto Meadow
Lane, and another left onto
Colrain Road, which leads
them back to Nash’s Mill and
the finish line.

Organizers ask that anyone
living along any of the courses
please make sure to have dogs
on leashes as to not interfere
with the race. Both Nash’s
Mill Road and Eunice
Williams Drive will be closed
from 8 a.m. until noon on the
day of the race as they always
are. Spectators who arrive be-
fore the race begins will be
able to park at the Swimming
& Recreation Area, but will
not be allowed to leave until
the conclusion of the race.
Spectator parking is also
available at Murphy Park on
Leyden Road, was well as at
the Academy of Early Learn-
ing and Valley Medical Cen-
t e r.  

For a map of parking or for
more information on the event
go to w w w. g r e e n f i e l d -
triathlon.com. 
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By KYLE HIGHTOWER
Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH — Julian Edelman has
made peace with the fact he won’t be playing
football for the first four weeks of the regular
season.

It won’t stop the veteran Patriots receiver
from preparing like he will be on the field.

Edelman made several rounds of apologies
to his team and fans following the four-game
suspension handed down by the NFL for vio-
lating the league’s policy on performance en-
hancers. Now he says he plans to use what’s
left of training camp to make sure his surgi-
cally repaired knee will be ready when he is
able to return. The 32-year-old receiver
missed the entire 2017 season with a torn
right anterior cruciate ligament.

Working his way back has been a slow pro-
cess that’s just beginning to pick up.

“It’s been a grind,” Edelman said Friday.
“Yo u ’re compounding day after day after day
after day. ... You’re always trying to go out and
get better and I have to do a lot better. I feel
like I got to get my legs under me a lot
more.”

Edelman will miss a home game against
Houston, trips to Jacksonville and Detroit,
plus a home game against Miami.

He will be eligible to return to the active
roster Oct. 1, enabling him to make his 2018
debut Oct. 4 against Indianapolis.

Part of the urgency for Edelman is fueled
by changes the receiving corps has under-
gone since the end of last season. It will cer-
tainly have a fresh look to it when the season
opens thanks to Edelman’s suspension, the
free agency departure of stalwart Danny
Amendola and trade of Brandin Cooks to the
Rams.

That is compounded even more with the
uncertainty surrounding the status of Mal-
colm Mitchell, who has yet to participate in a
full practice after spending last season on in-
jured reserve (knee).

It’s left openings for someone to earn play-
ing time, and the list of candidates is long.

Among those in camp looking to make the
roster are Chris Hogan, Phillip Dorsett,
Kenny Britt, Cordarrelle Patterson and Brax-
ton Berrios. Free agent Eric Decker signed
with the team Friday following the release of
Jordan Matthews earlier in the week.

Edelman said he is encouraged by the
work so far from the group. He was particu-
larly high on Patterson, a trade acquisition
from Oakland.

“He’s a great guy to be around,” Edelman
said. “He works hard, he’s very athletic, and
he definitely helps push the unit, so I’m happy
we got him. He’s going to contribute in a
whole different other way. He’s very versatile,
and just from his track record I’m glad we
have him.”

Coach Bill Belichick also has been compli-
mentary of the work Patterson has put in dur-
ing camp.

“He has skills in offense and the kicking
game in a number of different areas, return
skills, coverage skills, blocking skills, catching
skills,” Belichick said. “He’s got some experi-
ence, so he’s able to utilize that. He under-
stands his skill set and how it matches up
against different types of players.”

NOTES: Friday marked Tom Brady’s 41st
birthday and the team gave him a celebration
on par with the one for his 40th.

There was a balloon figure version of
Brady and a giant No. 12 cake. There were
also birthday cards set up outside the practice
field entrance for fans to sign. Fans serenaded
the 19-year veteran with a rendition of “Happy
Birthday ” after he took the field.

His teammates also got in on the act. Fol-
lowing practice, they got together to sing to
the reigning MVP. And in a video posted on the
team’s official Twitter account, safety Duron
Harmon proclaimed Friday a national holiday
called, “G.O.A.T. Day.”

Tight end Rob Gronkowski said he contin-
ues to marvel at Brady’s longevity

“It’s just unreal. It’s remarkable,”
Gronkowski said. “You just learn from him
and you want to get taught from him. You
want to be on the same chemistry out on the
field because he knows where you need to be.
He knows talent around him, he knows guys
around him, he’s seen talent from the last 15
(or) 20 years on.”

Decker signed
The Patriots have signed free agent re-

ceiver Eric Decker in hopes of adding depth to
their receiving corps.

The eight-year NFL veteran signed with
New England on Friday after working out for
the team this week. The Patriots are looking
to give quarterback Tom Brady more options
following Julian Edelman’s four-game sus-
pension for violating the NFL policy on perfor-
mance enhancers, the free agency departure
of Danny Amendola and trade of Brandin
Cooks.

Decker, the husband of singer Jessie
James, joins his fourth NFL team. A third-
round pick in the 2010 draft by Denver, the 31-
year-old spent four seasons with the Broncos,
three with the Jets and last season with the
Titans.

He caught 54 passes for 563 yards and
touchdown for Tennessee in 2017. He’s ap-
peared in 111 games in his career with 83
starts, amassing 5,816 receiving yards and 53
touchdowns.

Pats sign Decker to bolster
receiving corps

Suspension not
slowing down Edelman

PATRIOTS NOTEBOOK

EDELM AN

(broken right wrist) is getting
closer to swinging a bat again,
manager Aaron Boone said.
Judge, out since taking a fast-
ball from Kansas City right-
hander Jakob Junis on July 26,
could take some swings later
this weekend in Boston or next
week when the Yankees visit
the White Sox, Boone said.

Red Sox: Ian Kinsler
started at second base, but left
after straining his left ham-
string while scoring a run af-
ter walking in the first inning.
Mookie Betts moved from
right field to second base, his
first appearance there since
2014. ... C Blake Swihart went
on the 10-day DL with a
strained right hamstring.

UP NEXT:
Yankees: RHP Chance

Adams is scheduled to make
his major league debut Satur-
day. RHP Nathan Eovaldi (4-4,

3.80 ERA) gets his second
start for Boston since he was
acquired from Tampa Bay. Eo-
valdi threw seven scoreless in-
nings to beat Minnesota in his
Red Sox debut.

Cora tossed
Red Sox manager Alex

Cora was ejected one pitch
into the bottom of the first in-
ning for arguing after an in-
side pitch to Mookie Betts.

Both benches were warned
when Luis Severino threw a
fastball high and inside to
Betts on his first pitch. In the
top of the first, New York lead-
off batter Brett Gardner was
hit by a pitch from Boston’s
Rick Porcello and took a mo-
ment to stare down the right-
hander on his way to first
base. There was no warning
issued.

When Severino sent Betts
scrambling to get out of the
way, home plate umpire Adam
Hamari wasted no time issu-
ing warnings to both dugouts.

Cora stormed out of the

dugout and got in the face of
Hamari, who quickly signaled
the ejection as Boston fans
booed loudly. The first-year
manager, who had never been
ejected, continued to let
Hamari have it before crew
chief Phil Cuzzi separated him
from Hamari and guided him
back toward the dugout.

The ejection followed
B o s t o n’s 15-7 rout of New York
in Thursday’s series opener,
which gave the Red Sox a sea-
son-high 6 ½-game lead in the
AL East.

Adams to
make Yanks’ d eb u t

Right-hander Chance
Adams is being called up by
the New York Yankees to make
his major league debut Satur-
day against Boston.

A 23-year-old right-hander
selected on the fifth round
three years ago, Adams is 3-5
with an ERA of 4.50 in 21 starts
with Scranton/Wilkes-Barre
this season.
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Red Sox


