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PIONEER VALLEY REGIONAL SCHOOL

New principal hopes to make
school ‘model’ in western Mass.

ANITA FRITZ

SHELBY ASHLINE

NEIGHBORS

Dakin assists
in hoarding case

H

ello neighbor.
Three of Dakin Humane Society’s staff recently spent
several days in New Jersey assisting dogs recovered
from a massive hoarding situation.
Dakin’s Adoption Center Manager Moon Wymore, councilor
Eliza Fischer and animal care specialist Debbie Massarelli
traveled to New Jersey, where 142 of the 276 dogs rescued
from a family residence were taken for treatment and eventual
adoption.
The three evaluated and treated several dogs of all ages,
most of which were small mixed breeds.
Dakin said it often partners with St. Hubert’s, a rescue organization in New Jersey. They each tend to take adoptable
animals when the other shelter is overcrowded.
Since January 2015, Dakin has accepted a total of nearly 400
cats and kittens from St. Hubert’s for adoption and has sent
several small animals to it for adoption, as well.
“Dakin staff members have assisted in a number of cases of
animal endangerment locally, and have also traveled to other
states regionally and across the country,” Dakin’s Director Karina King said. “We were in New Orleans in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina to aid animals impacted by that disaster.”
Dakin regularly steps in to assist local animal control officers and animal welfare organizations in emergencies here
and beyond.
Wymore, Fischer and Massarelli brought seven adult dogs
from the hoarding case when they returned to Dakin this
week. The dogs will become available for adoption following a
state-mandated quarantine period, thorough examinations and
evaluations and spay or neuter surgeries.
In the meantime, King said Dakin has a lot of other terrific
dogs, large, small and in between, who are waiting for forever
homes.
Let’s not let them wait too long!
For more information, visit: www.dakinhumane.org
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NORTHFIELD — Pioneer Valley Regional School’s new principal, Jean Bacon,
says that she wants Pioneer to support all
learning styles, including students who
need more support or students who need
more challenge than the curriculum provides.
Bacon, 54, of North Bennington, Vt., was
named Pioneer’s next principal in late
March following the resignation of William
Wehrli. She said she was attracted to Pioneer because of its moderate size of 450
students and because it teaches both middle and high school students.
“I was really looking at this point in my
career to find a middle or high school principalship,” she said.
Bacon’s career has been extensive and
rather eclectic. She worked as a computer
programmer, owned her own consulting
business and did demographic analysis for
the United Nations. After growing up outside Hartford, Conn., she earned a bache-

lor’s degree in psychology from Wesleyan University, her
doctorate in sociology
from the University of
Chicago and studied
at the Woodruff Institute at Castleton University.
“The Woodruff Institute is for folks like BACON
myself who are kind of
mid-career professionals looking to move
into education,” she explained.
Her first experience with teaching came
at Williams College, where she was a professor of sociology for 10 years. Since 2004,
she’s been working as a central office administrator with North Adams Public
Schools. She has taught a variety of subjects from math and science to SAT prep
courses.
“For the last few years, I’ve just been
biding my time waiting for a principal position,” Bacon said. “I realized that the people who had the best opportunity to help

improve the teaching of students were really principals.”
Bacon said she thinks Pioneer “is going
to be a great fit” for her. She likes that students “are really actively engaged in learning,” and that the school offers a wide
range of electives that provide students
with workplace skills that will help them
post-high school.
“One of the big challenges I’ve seen is
taking the workplace readiness skills and
making it a part of the curriculum,” she
said. “Pioneer seems to be at the forefront
of being successful for that.”
In her first few months as principal, Bacon intends to work with the Pioneer community to figure out where the school has
opportunities to grow. By eating lunch with
students, she already has a few ideas.
“One of the things that has been
stressed to me is are we doing our best for
the kids who need a little more challenge or
a little more support than what the program is offering,” she said.
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JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS for summer games and lunch
on June 17 at 10 a.m. in the pavilion behind Northfield Town
Hall. There will be corn hole, Mexican train and cribbage,
among other games. Call 413-498-2186 to reserve your spot.
There will be pizza at 11:30 a.m. A suggested donation of $2.50
is appreciated.
MOHAWK TRAIL CONCERTS will present the Adaskin
String Trio on Saturday, June 25, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, June
26, at 3 p.m. at the Federated Church on Route 2 in
Charlemont. Tickets (children under 16 are free) are $23 at the
church (cash or check) and online at: www.mohawktrailconcerts.org
That’s all, for now, folks.
To contact Anita Fritz, features editor at The Recorder, send an
email to: neighbors@recorder.com. Information you want included in Neighbors should be submitted by noon two days before
you want it to run. Neighbors runs on Tuesdays and Fridays.
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Two sections of a mural painted by local students under the direction of Shelburne Falls-based artist David Serotkin, sit on
the Davis Street side of the Greenfield Community College Foundation downtown building, Tuesday.

Colorful downtown addition

GREENFIELD — Mayor William
Martin and Greenfield Community College President Robert Pura have unveiled a new mural and parking meters
created by nearly 80 children enrolled in
the Greenfield Recreation Department’s
Community Kids, Bringing Art to the
Heart of Greenfield program.
The 3-by-16-foot mural, installed on
the Davis Street side of the Greenfield
Community College Foundation downtown building on Main Street, features a
streetscape designed by the children, including cars, buses, trees and snowmen,
as well as geometeric shapes in the sky.
The painted parking meters were also
installed downtown.
The projects were created by youth
ages 5 to 16 under the supervision of
artist David Serotkin of Shelburne.

Resident sues officials
for ‘defamation’
By DIANE BRONCACCIO
Recorder Staff

ASHFIELD — Claiming that
five current and a former town
official have damaged her reputation — causing “extreme
mental humiliation, anguish”
emotional and physical injuries,
as well as economic losses —
Suzanne Corbett of Ashfield is
suing them and is seeking jury
trials in separate civil actions in
Franklin
County
Superior
Court.
The complaints were filed
against Selectboard Chairman
Thomas Carter, Selectboard
member Ron Coler, Board of
Health member Duncan Coulter, Health Agent Claudia Lucas, Town Treasurer Laura
Blakesley and former selectman Bill Perlman. All have responded to the complaints by
counter-filing a motion to dismiss the charges. This starts a
process in which Corbett’s
lawyer, former Ashfield Selectman R. Dave DeHerdt, responds to the motion to dismiss
before the attorneys file their
response in court. The town officials’ lawyer is Jeffrey Trapani
of Robinson Donovan, and Perlman’s lawyer is Michael Aleo of
Lesser Newman Aleo &
Nasser.
According to the court documents, pretrial hearings for the
cases are scheduled to take
place 18 months from now, in
December 2017, unless the
charges are dismissed before
then.

In all the complaints, Corbett
says she has suffered $47,000
worth of damages caused by
“extreme mental distress, humiliation, anguish and emotional and physical injuries, as
well as economic losses, all to
her damage in amounts to be
proven at trial.”
Corbett formerly owned the
Ashfield House apartment
building, now owned by the
Franklin Redevelopment and
Housing Authority. For several
years, she and a few others attended Selectboard and Health
Board meetings, bringing up
concerns about how the property was being managed.
The basis of most allegations
goes back to 2013, when Corbett
and a couple other residents
made so many public record requests that the town appropriated extra money for additional
staff time to process them. Also,
in 2013, the town appropriated
an additional $12,000 for a
lawyer to address several open
meeting law complaints that
Corbett and the others submitted to the Attorney General’s
Office, complaining of potential
open meeting law violations by
the town’s Selectboard and
Board of Health — mostly on issues related to the Ashfield
House. In her suit against
Carter, Corbett said the selectman “reported false, malicious,
scandalous and defamatory
words” in the 2013 Ashfield
Town Report, saying that “accuSEE ASHFIELD B2

Two of the parking meters on Main Street in Greenfield, that were painted by
local students as part of a community art project organized by the Greenfield
Recreation Department.
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Christy Moore, Greenfield Recreation director, Mayor William Martin, and
Greenfield Community College President Robert Pura, applaud as a mural
painted by local students under the direction of Shelburne Falls-based artist
David Serotkin, is unveiled on the Davis Street side of the Greenfield Community
College Foundation downtown building, Tuesday.

Greenfield Recreation Director Christy
Moore with the “paint by numbers”
version adapted from the children’s
mural art next to it that children will
paint on Saturday.

