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A smash success

RECORDER STAFF PHOTOS/MATT BURKHARTT
Above, Brayden Keith, 10, of Greenfield topples over in his sled during the cardboard sled competition at the Greenfield
Winter Carnival at Beacon Field on Sunday. Among the categories in which sled riders could win an award was “Best Crash.”
Below, Scott Senn, 11, of Greenfield, sits in his Coca-Cola truck sled before the contest.

By MIRANDA DAVIS
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — Between cheering on
children racing sleds and dogs dragging kegs,
no one at Beacon Field Sunday afternoon
seemed to notice how cold it was during the fi-
nal events of the weekend’s Winter Carnival.

“It was
cold. Arctic
blast was the
per fect
theme this
y e a r, ” said
Christy
Moore, direc-
tor of the Greenfield Recreation Department.

Moore said the festival had thousands at-
tend over the three days of the event, and sev-
eral hundred attended Sunday’s events.

Two of the carnival’s largest events, which
happen Sunday, are the sled competition and
the dog keg race. The Greenfield Recreation
Department hosts the carnival every year with
a variety of events throughout the annual festi-
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Greenfield Winter Carnival sled races, K9 Keg Pull entertain all

By DENISE LAVOIE and WILLIAM MATHIS
Associated Press

BOSTON — Travelers from the seven predominantly
Muslim countries targeted by President Donald Trump
enjoyed tearful reunions with loved ones in the U.S. on
Sunday after a federal judge swept the ban aside.

Airlines around the world allowed people to board
flights as usual to the United States. One lawyer waiting at
New York’s Kennedy Airport said visa and green-card
holders from Iraq and Iran were encountering no prob-
lems as they ar-
rived.

“It’s business
as usual,” said
Camille Mackler,
of the New York
Immigration
Coalition.

Fa r i b a
Tajrostami, a 32-
year-old painter
from Iran, came
through the gate
at Kennedy with a
huge smile and
tears in her eyes
as her brothers
greeted her with
joyful hugs.

“I’m very
happy. I haven’t seen my brothers for nine years,” she
said.

Tajrostami had tried to fly to the U.S. from Turkey over a
week ago but was turned away.

“I was crying and was so disappointed,” she said. “Ev-
erything I had in mind, what I was going to do, I was so dis-
appointed about everything. I thought it was all over.”

Tajrostami said she hopes to study art in the U.S. and
plans to join her husband
in Dallas soon. He moved
from Iran six months ago,
has a green card and is
working at a car dealer-
ship.

Similar scenes played
out across the U.S. two
days after a federal judge
in Seattle suspended the
president’s travel ban and
just hours after a federal
appeals court denied the
Trump administration’s
request to set aside the
r uling.

The U.S. canceled the visas of up to 60,000 foreigners in
the week after the ban on travel from Syria, Iraq, Iran, Su-
dan, Somalia, Libya and Yemen took effect, according to
the State Department. Trump also suspended nearly all
refugee admissions for 120 days and barred Syrian
refugees indefinitely.

The order triggered protests and a multitude of legal
challenges around the country and blocked numerous col-
lege students, researchers and others from entering the
U.S.

Trump, who said the goal was to keep terrorists from
slipping into the country, lashed out against U.S. District
Judge James Robart for putting the ban on hold. He re-
ferred to Robart as a “so-called judge” and called the rul-
ing “ridiculous.”

On Sunday, the president tweeted: “Just cannot believe
a judge would put our country in such peril. If something
happens blame him and court system. People pouring in.
Bad!”

Mahsa Azabadi, 29, an Iranian-American who lives in
Denver, was forced to put her wedding plans on hold after
her fiance, Sorena Behzadfar, was turned away when he
tried to board a plane to travel from Iran to the U.S. on Jan.
28.

Over the weekend, though, Behzadfar was cleared for
travel and was expected to arrive at Boston’s Logan Air-

Traveler s
greeted with

emotion after
ban lifted

AP PHOTO
Iranian-born bioengineer
researcher Nima Enayati holds up
his boarding pass at the Milan’s
Malpensa International airport in
Busto Arsizio, Italy on Sunday.

Greenfield businesses welcome
return of court employees downtown

W ith the
Franklin
County

Courthouse set to
reopen Monday af-
ter a three-year
renovation, down-
town restaurants
and retailers are
hoping the addi-
tional foot traffic
from employees
and litigants will
boost business.

“We ’re glad to
have them back. It’s been a long
three years,” said Dan Devine, who
co-owns Brad’s Place on Main
Street with his wife, Kim. “We defi-

nitely took a hit. Not
real bad, but a notice-
able loss of cus-
tomers.”

The courthouse
closed in February
2014 for a $60 million
renovation of the 1935
building, with a
104,000-square-foot,
three-story addition
over what had been
its “el” wing and
parking lot. Its re-
opening is expected

to bring 150 to 200 additional people
downtown per weekday, according

AVIVA LUTTRELL
ABOUT TOWN

RECORDER STAFF/PAUL FRANZ
Moving vans lined Hope Street last week as the
Franklin County Justice Center got ready to open.

Pioneer seeks to move central offices to campus
By SHELBY ASHLINE

Recorder Staff

NORTHFIELD — Hoping
to save the district money
coming into fiscal year 2018,
Pioneer Valley Regional
School District plans to move
its central offices back to the
Pioneer campus.

Currently, the central of-

fices are in a leased 2,806-
square-foot space at 168 Main
St. in downtown Northfield.
The space costs $3,030 a
month to lease, a cost that Su-
perintendent Ruth Miller
wants to eliminate.

“How much money are you
going to spend to have office

At left is a building at
168 Main St. in
Northfield where the
offices of Pioneer
Valley Regional School
administrative staff
have temporarily been
housed .
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OBITUARY P OLICY

The Recorder offers two types of obituaries. One is a
brief death notice that is published on the back page of the
first section at no charge. The other is a paid obituary that
allows families to publish additional discretionary informa-
tion of their choice. These obituaries may include pho-
tographs and organization/club symbols or emblems.

Obituaries and death notices may be submitted through
a funeral home or family member when the family provides
a certificate of death or the name and phone number of the
funeral home or crematorium.

For more information on procedures, policies and pric-
ing, call the classified advertising department at 413-772-
0148 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday.

NO O B I T UA R I E S TO DAY

val, which runs Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday.

During the “K9 Keg Pull”
dogs of any size can enter and
pull anything from a beer can
to a full-size keg.

Organizer Rachael Jaquay
said a record number of 67
dogs entered the event, with
the previous record having
been 50.

Dogs of all sizes roamed
the field on leashes as owners
cheered during the races. One
chihuahua was tucked inside
his owner’s coat.

Jaquay said that the event
benefits the Paws Park in
Greenfield, with sales from
hot cocoa benefiting the
Franklin County Regional
Dog Shelter.

“It’s a really nice event be-
cause the dog community
comes together,” Jaquay said.

The sledding competition
includes several categories:
Most creative, zaniest, fastest,
best crash, and then two over-
all awards: best use of theme
and the people’s choice
award.

Scott Senn, 11, built his
sled, a Coca Cola train, with
his grandfather, Reggie Gor-
don. The two worked on it for
about a week. Scott won the
fastest in the single youth age
group and took a selfie as he
went down the hill.

He got the idea because his

grandfather works for Coca
Cola.

“He wanted to make a Coca
Cola truck, so that’s what we
made,” Gordon said.

Maddy Benjamin, a pro-
gram supervisor for the
Greenfield Recreation Depart-
ment and event organizer, said
about 30 sleds were entered in
the competition.

Entries ranged from the
batmobile, a “cat bus” to a
taco.

Families laughed and
cheered, and sometimes as-
sisted stalled sleds, while the
kids racing didn’t seem to
mind if their sleds weren’t the
fastest.

“Everything about this is
just too much fun,” Benjamin
said.

Cardboard Sled Results

Youth single rider
Most creative: Tie, Teagan
Mercier with the blast ship,
Jillian Beblack with the win-
ter blast off
Zaniest: Desmond Drake,
with taco tuesday
Fastest: Scott Senn with Coca
Cola truck
Best crash: Theo Martini with
the peace fighter
Group youth rider
Most creative: Brynn and

Brentley Mercier with the
chopper
Zaniest : The VonnSchmidt
and Champman families, with
Go Gringotts
Fastest: GFHS students, with
the Franklin County Regional
dog shelter
Overall best theme (arctic
blast): Thom and Sora Bul-
lock, with the narwhal
Over people’s choice: Destini
and Winter Sullivan with
Snoopy ’s revenge

RECORDER STAFF PHOTOS/MATT BURKHARTT
Left, a spectator of the K9 Keg Pull watches with their dog during the Greenfield Winter Carnival at Beacon Field in
Greenfield on Sunday. Right, Lindsey Manjourea of Greenfield waits at the finish line for her dog Riley.
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Ca r n iva l

port on Sunday afternoon.
“It’s been a really tough

week to figure out what will
happen to us,” said Azabadi,
who has lived in the U.S. for 11
years and is now a U.S. citizen.

The couple is hoping to
keep their wedding date of
May 12.

“Seeing the support from
the lawyers and different peo-
ple trying to help, it was really
nice,” she said. “We want to be
the best and do the best for the
people and for this country. We
would love to have the oppor-
t u n i t y. ”

An Iranian woman attempt-
ing to return home from Iran
after initially being blocked
from entry cleared through an
immigration check in Boston
and was expected to return
home to Clemson, South Car-
olina, on Monday.

Nazanin Zinouri was taken
off a plane in Dubai days after
the travel ban went into effect.
Zinouri, a legal U.S. resident,
had traveled to Iran last month
to visit family.

Eric Martinez, the founder
of the startup technology firm
where Zinouri works, said she
planned to watch the Super
Bowl on Sunday in Boston. The

New England Patriots are
squaring off against the At-
lanta Falcons.

Iranian researcher Nima
Enayati, a Ph.D. candidate at a
university in Milan, was pre-
vented from boarding a flight
to the U.S. on Jan. 30. He had a
visa to conduct research on
robotic surgery at Stanford
University in California.

On Sunday, he said, his
check-in went smoothly, and
he was on his way to New York,
where he was expected to ar-
rive in the evening.

At Cairo Airport on Sunday,
officials said a total of 33 U.S.-
bound migrants from Yemen,

Syria and Iraq boarded flights.
L ebanon’s National News

Agency said airlines operating
out of Beirut also began allow-
ing Syrian families and others
affected by the ban to fly.
Beirut has no direct flights to
the U.S.; travelers have to go
through Europe.

At Kennedy, a team of vol-
unteer lawyers that had set up
operations in a diner to help
arriving passengers during
the height of the crisis packed
up computer equipment and
paperwork. A few volunteers
and interpreters will stay be-
hind just in case.

One interpreter, Fifi

Youssef, stood with a sign in
Arabic at the arrivals area but
said she hadn’t been asked to
help anyone all day.

“I’m glad. That means no
people are getting detained,”
she said.

Mackler, who has helped
coordinate the volunteer oper-
ation, liked what she saw at the
airport.

“This is what it should be.
You sit in an airport day in and
day out, and you see all these
moments of great joy and unifi-
cation,” she said. “It was so
sad to see that and know some
people weren’t having that.
Now it feels good.”
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Trave l e rs

to Register of Probate John
Mer rigan.

Local businesses, as well
as the Greenfield Business
Association — which is giving
“welcome back” gift bags to
courthouse employees with
discounts to downtown busi-
nesses — are hoping the in-
flow of people will increase
sales.

“We are very hopeful that
it’s going to be beneficial to us
that they’re back,” Devine
said. “It’s pretty obvious that
there’s going to be a bigger in-
flux of people, and we just
hope it goes smoothly for
them, too.”

Before the courthouse
moved to its temporary loca-
tion on Munson Street,
Devine said employees came
in regularly for breakfast and
lunch. Business has slowed
down since the move, but he’s
hoping that will change come
M o n d a y.

Jessica Mullins, owner of
World Eye Bookshop and the
Magical Child toy store, which
recently consolidated into one
location at 134 Main Street,
said after the courthouse
moved, she noticed a huge de-
cline in downtown foot traffic
during lunch hours.

“We hope that it means
that people will be coming out
on their lunch breaks or their
jury breaks or in between
cases,” she said.

Across the street from the
courthouse at Hope and Olive
restaurant, co-owner Jim Za-
ccara said his business didn’t
see a lull in sales after the
courthouse moved, but the
lunchtime crowd changed
from many attorneys to
mostly business people,
bankers and retirees.

“I think that the return of
the courthouse will just add
more volume to that,” he said.
“We ’re very optimistic. We’re
really looking forward to hav-
ing the construction over,
which was
chaotic and
dirty and frus-
trating for our
lunch cus-
tomers.”

Zaccara
said he ex-
pects to see
an uptick in
takeout sales
and plans to
make staffing
changes if
business in-
creases signif-
icantly. He
and his sister,
Maggie, also
own Magpie Woodfired Pizze-
ria on Bank Row, and expect
to be doing more late after-
noon takeout there, as well.

“Magpie has the closest
bar to the courthouse that’s
open at 4 in the afternoon
where you can have cocktails,
so that has it going for it,” he
added.

The Greenfield Business
Association is also doing its
part to promote downtown

restaurants and retailers. On
Friday, four volunteers from
the association put together
120 “welcome back” gift bags
for courthouse employees in a
conference room at Green-
field Savings Bank. The bags
include coupons, special of-
fers and other goodies from
about 25 local businesses.

Business association board
member Elizabeth Fisk came
up with the idea of welcoming
employees back with the gift
bags, saying it was also a
great opportunity to promote

downtown
businesses.

“It’s just
such an excit-
ing thing to
have those
people back,
and I want
them to know
that down-
town appreci-
ates them
and is super
excited to
have them
back,” she
said.

Fisk said
downtown

business owners were ner-
vous when the courthouse
moved out of downtown, but
are feeling very hopeful about
its return.

“I think pretty much every-
body survived (when the
courthouse moved), but I
think that just that potential of
having all these people back
downtown is really promising
for a lot of small businesses,”
she said.

FROM A1

Co u r t h o u s e

It’s just such an
exciting thing to
have those people
back, and I want
them to know that
d ow n tow n
appreciates them ...”

ELIZABETH FISK
Greenfield Business Association

board member

space for seven or eight peo-
ple?” Miller questioned.
“(The Main Street office) has
been a very good place to
land initially, but I want that
money to go back into pro-
gramming for the kids.”

Up until January 2016, the
central offices were in three
single-story modular build-
ings behind Pioneer. How-
ever, foundation cracks, rust
and roof leaks, outdated elec-
trical, communication and
alarm systems, and mold in
the basements led Pioneer
administrators to relocate.

The offices would not be
returned to the modulars.
Though they are still on the
campus, Pioneer administra-
tors are looking to have them
removed.

Instead, the building and
grounds subcommittee
toured Pioneer during a
Thursday meeting. Led by
Facilities Director Tim
Brandl and Assistant Super-
intendent Gail Healy, the

subcommittee viewed the
most likely space for the cen-
tral offices: rooms 206, 207
and 208.

“This is the best place as
far as not disrupting stu-
dents,” Healy said during the
tour. “This is where we have
found to be the most logical,
least intrusive, least expen-
sive and it
works for
kids.”

“The tech-
nology is al-
ready there,
the services
are already
there,” Miller
said.

The class-
rooms are in a wing not far
from the school’s main office,
but removed from more
heavily trafficked hallways.
The classrooms are also next
to an outside door, where
Healy said a door buzzer
could be installed to allow for
easier access to the central
offices.

Because administrators
are proposing a roughly 13-
percent reduction in staff for
next school year, Miller said

more classroom space would
be available in the school to
fit the central offices.

Miller hopes to have the
offices moved by the end of
June, when the 18-month
lease of the Main Street of-
fice space will end. Miller
said there is a possibility the
district could lease the space

on a month-to-
month basis if
necessary, but
she hasn’t fac-
tored that cost
into the fiscal
year 2018 bud-
get.

Fo l l o w i n g
the tour, the
building and

grounds subcommittee voted
unanimously to recommend
to the School Committee that
the offices be moved to Pio-
neer ’s 200 wing. Healy ex-
pects the committee will dis-
cuss the move at the Febru-
ary or March meetings.

Miller said Brandl will be
tasked with figuring out how
to divide the classrooms into
cubicles and ultimately cre-
ate “a very nice space, at the
absolute lowest cost.”
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P ioneer

Hiker injured, rescued in Erving
Recorder Staff

ERVING — An injured hiker was rescued
and transported to Baystate Franklin Medi-
cal Center on Sunday afternoon.

Area police and fire departments re-
sponded to a call about an injured hiker

around 3:30 p.m. on Sunday. Erving Fire
Chief Philip Wonkka said the hiker was res-
cued around 5 p.m.

Turners Falls, Erving and Greenfield
Fire departments responded, as well as the
Western Mass Regional Technical Rescue
Te a m .

Super intendent
Ruth Miller hopes
to have the offices
moved by the end

of June.
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Feb. 6, 1956 ~ July 6, 2010
Debbie~

    Happy (61) B-day to my 
best friend and sister. I 

want you to know that I 
keep you close to my heart 
each and every day. I miss 

you and love you more 
than words can say.

Love,
Pat

michaelbyrne


